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BMW TO DISPLAY RACING HERITAGE AT HILTON HEAD ISLAND CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE

Woodcliff Lake, NJ – November 5, 2004… BMW of North America, LLC will bring a special collection of its own magnificent racing cars to this weekend’s Hilton Head Island Concours d'Elegance, including one of the BMW Team PTG M3s that swept the 2004 Grand American Rolex Sports Car Series GT class Manufacturer, Driver and Team Championships.


As this year's presenting sponsor of the Hilton Head Island Concours d'Elegance, BMW will have a major presence, but the BMW race cars are expected to be one of the most popular attractions among spectators. 

"BMW racing cars are always a big attraction", said Larry Koch, BMW Group spokesperson. "When we rev up the engines of these cars, everyone takes notice. We are looking forward to bringing our display to Hilton Head, South Carolina for this event .”


The cars are all part of a traveling exhibit that moves across the United States and showcases a variety of BMWs, demonstrating the automaker's performance and technology prowess over its 75 year history of automobile production.

Koch said a favorite with the car enthusiasts will be the BMW M3,  including the latest Rolex Series-winning M3 racer and  an earlier M3, which won a number of top racing events, including the 24 Hours of Daytona and the 12 Hours of Sebring in 1997 and 1998.


Also on display will be a 1996 McLaren F1 GTR. Featuring a six-liter BMW V12 engine, the car can reach 60 mph in 3.1 seconds, and has a top speed in excess of 200 miles per hour. Only about 100 McLaren F1s were built at a cost of $1 million each. Another winner on display will be the BMW V12 LMR that won the 12 hours of Sebring in 1999. Both of these cars saw competition at the 24 Hours of LeMans in the 1990's and a sister car to the Sebring-winning V12 LMR also won the world’s best-known endurance race the same year. 
"We are pleased that BMW offered to bring their specialty racing cars to Hilton Head," said Concours General Manager Jim Hopkins. "It should be an exciting display for everyone."

Concours d' Elegance - The event takes place at Honey Horn on Hilton Head this weekend, November 6-7, 2004 from 9am to 4pm each day.  Tickets at the gate are $40 for adults 18 and older for a 2-day pass, or $20 for Saturday Only and $30 for Sunday Only.  Prices for children 12 to 18 are $10 and under 12 are free.  Ample parking will be available.  For more information about the event please call 843-785-7469.

BMW Group In America

BMW of North America, LLC has been present in the United States since 1975.  ROLLS-ROYCE Motor Cars NA, LLC began distributing vehicles in 2003.  The BMW Group in the United States has grown to include marketing, sales, and financial service organizations for the BMW brand, the MINI brand, and the ROLLS-ROYCE brand of Motor Cars; DesignworksUSA, an industrial design firm in California; a technology office in Silicon Valley and various other operations throughout the country.  BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC in South Carolina is part of BMW Group’s global manufacturing network and is the exclusive manufacturing plant for all Z4 Roadster and X5 Sports Activity Vehicles. The BMW Group sales organization is represented in the U.S. through networks of 340 BMW passenger car centers, 327 BMW Sports Activity Vehicle centers, 148 BMW motorcycle retailers, 76 MINI passenger car dealers, and 25 ROLLS-ROYCE Motor Car dealers.  BMW (US) Holding Corp., the BMW Group’s sales headquarters for North, Central and South America, is located in Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey.

Information about BMW Group products is available to consumers via the Internet at:

www.bmwusa.com

www.bmwmotorradusa.com
www.miniusa.com

www.rolls-roycemotorcars.com
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Journalist note: Information about the BMW Group and its products is available to journalists on-line at the BMW Group PressClub at the following address: www.press.bmwgroup.com.
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