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1. The new BMW 6 Series Coupé
and 6 Series Convertible
Introduction
At their launch on 27 October 2007, the new BMW 6 Series Coupé and Convertible will present further confirmation of BMW’s performance diesel expertise and dominance.  It is the day the world’s first diesel-powered luxury 2+2 Grand Tourer goes on sale.  The new BMW 635d Coupé and Convertible use BMW’s twin-turbocharged 3.0-litre diesel engine, previously seen in the 335d and 535d, to deliver the ultimate cross-continent Grand Tourer.  Capable of delivering rapid acceleration, consistent high speed, exemplary fuel consumption and low emissions, the 635d is unsurpassed in its all-round abilities. 

	Model
	Price
OTR
	Power
Hp
	Torque

Nm
	0–62mph

Secs
	Top Speed

Mph
	Consumption

Mpg
	Emissions

g/km
	Ins group

	630i Coupé
	£49,300
	272
	320
	6.2
	155*
	35.8
	188
	18

	630i Sport Coupé
	£51,500
	
	
	
	
	
	
	18

	650i Coupé
	£55,895
	367
	490
	5.1
	155*
	24.1
	279
	20

	650i Sport Coupé
	£57,745
	
	
	
	
	
	
	20

	635d Coupé
	£53,910
	286
	580
	6.3
	155*
	40.9
	183
	19

	635d Sport Coupé
	£56,110
	
	
	
	
	
	
	19

	M6 Coupé
	£83,545
	507
	520
	4.6
	155*
	19.1
	357
	20

	630i Convertible
	£54,945
	272
	320
	6.7
	155*
	34.0
	198
	19

	630i Sport Convertible
	£57,145
	
	
	
	
	
	
	19

	650i Convertible
	£61,365
	367
	490
	5.5
	155*
	22.4
	299
	20

	650i Sport Convertible
	£63,215
	
	
	
	
	
	
	20

	635d Convertible
	£59,600
	286
	580
	6.6
	155*
	39.2
	190
	20

	635d Sport Convertible
	£61,800
	
	
	
	
	
	
	20

	M6 Convertible
	£88,225
	507
	520
	4.8
	155*
	18.6
	366
	20


* Electronically limited
2. Drivetrain

The world’s first diesel-powered luxury Grand Tourer, powered by the world’s most powerful six-cylinder diesel engine

Only a few years ago, the idea of a diesel-powered luxury Grand Tourer would have been considered an oxymoron. But developments in diesel engine refinement and performance have led engineers to install BMW’s benchmark diesel engines in models previously considered sacrosanct.  The launch of the new 6 Series with its twin-turbocharged 3.0-litre diesel engine is another important step in BMW’s growth in the diesel market.  Only the BMW Z4 now remains an exclusively petrol-powered model. 

635d – the world’s first diesel-powered luxury Grand Tourer
To give an indication of how far BMW’s diesel engines have progressed, the last time that the numbers 635 adorned the back of a BMW was in 1984 with the launch of the M635i.  This was a car that set new benchmarks in driving dynamics and one of the few affordable supercars of the day.  That car featured a six-cylinder engine that delivered 286hp and 340Nm of torque while averaging fuel consumption of 18.0mpg.

Roll the clock forwards 23 years to the new number 635.  Both 635d Coupé and Convertible also deliver 286hp from a six-cylinder engine.  But, unlike the 340Nm of torque delivered by its numerical ‘predecessor’, the world’s most powerful 3.0-litre diesel engine in the 635d delivers 580Nm of torque at just 1,750rpm.  

The 635d Coupé accelerates from zero to 62mph in 6.3 seconds and, if left unchecked, onto an electronically-limited top speed of 155mph.  The 635d Convertible posts equally dynamic statistics, dispatching the 0-62mph sprint in 6.6 seconds on to the same limited 155mph top speed.

However, the power under the bonnet doesn’t compromise economy with the new 635d Coupé delivering a frugal 40.9mpg on the combined cycle, 39.2mpg on the Convertible.  This ensures that the Coupé can travel a theoretical continent-crushing 629 miles between refuelling with the Convertible travelling an equally-impressive 601 miles between stops.  The 635d emits a very responsible 183g/km with the Convertible registering 190g/km, putting the Coupé in Band E for VED, and the Convertible in Band F. 

This balance of performance and economy is made possible by BMW’s variable twin turbo technology which features two different-sized turbochargers operating in sequential stages depending on driver inputs.  Consistency is the key to the engine’s smooth power delivery.  Despite the mechanics of two turbochargers providing variable power, they deliver a consistent 2.85bar pressure to the intercooler at all times.  This ensures optimum performance delivery from just above idle through to the red line.  

With the smaller turbocharger operating at low engine speeds and a larger unit working at higher speeds, BMW’s variable turbo system differentiates progressively between three operating conditions.  At low engine speeds, exhaust gasses pass directly through the vanes of the small turbocharger, spinning both ends of the turbo and compressing the intake air.  This is the key to eliminating turbo-lag.  The result is 95 per cent of maximum torque available at just 1,500rpm.  

With increasing engine speed, the small turbocharger operates at its optimum efficiency.  To continue on the same performance curve as revs increase, the larger turbocharger is brought into play via a gate in the exhaust system.   As throttle and speed increases, the larger unit works in tandem with the smaller one, compressing and driving more inlet air to the intercooler.  

By 1,750rpm, the engine reaches its peak torque of 580Nm.  The 635d’s maximum output of 286hp is achieved at 4,400rpm.  In this higher rev range, the larger turbocharger is doing all the work with an induction control valve closing off the route to the smaller turbocharger, thus bypassing the potential bottleneck of the smaller unit as the volume of air increases. 

Petrol power – six, eight or ten cylinders

Alongside the introduction of the BMW 635d, the range of existing petrol-powered 6 Series models receives mid-life engineering and design enhancements.

Six-cylinder BMW 630i 

Still badged as a 630i, the new ‘entry-level’ 6 Series model benefits from a new composite magnesium/aluminium 3.0-litre engine.  Featuring high-precision direct injection and EfficientDynamics measures, the new car delivers significant improvements in performance, economy and emissions.

The new BMW 630i records a peak power output of 272hp (up 14hp) and 320Nm of torque (up 20Nm) from its 2,996cc engine.  This powers the 630i Coupé from zero to 62mph in just 6.2 seconds.  This improvement in acceleration is matched with a quite staggering fuel consumption gain of 23 per cent with the 630i Coupé now delivering 35.8mpg on the combined cycle and a reduction in CO2 emissions of 13 per cent from 216g/km to 188g/km.
In common with the new 5 Series, the new 6 Series automatic models are more economical and efficient than manual gearbox cars. In automatic gearbox guise, the 630iA offers 36.7mpg and a reduction in CO2 emissions from 226g/km to 184g/km.  
These significant statistics deliver real world benefits for owners.  The new automatic gearbox 630i now sits in VED Band E (from Band G) saving customers £135 in road fund licence and an estimated fuel saving of approximately £420 (based on 15,000 miles per year and 95.9p per litre of petrol).

The 630i Convertible completes the sprint to 62mph in 6.7 seconds and, if the driver chooses to keep accelerating, will reach an electronically-limited top speed of 155mph while still offering 34.0mpg on the combined cycle.

These levels of performance and economy are made possible, in part, by BMW’s latest high-precision direct injection system that ensures every particle of fuel is efficiently mixed and burnt in the combustion chamber.  To highlight the lean-burn nature of the engine, a ‘normal’ fuel injection system uses 14.7 parts of air (by weight) under part-load conditions to one part of fuel.  BMW’s high-precision direct injection system uses 34 parts of air per part of fuel.  
Eight-cylinder BMW 650i
Some things never change.  The V8 engine from the outgoing 650i is carried over from its predecessor and still delivers the same aural pleasure when the accelerator pedal is depressed.  But it also benefits from BMW’s EfficientDynamics technologies to deliver improvements in performance, economy and emissions.  

Delivering 367hp at 6,300rpm from the 4,799cc V8-engine, the Coupé is capable of rapid acceleration.  The zero to 62mph sprint is dispatched in 5.1 seconds (down from 5.4 seconds for the outgoing car).  A peak torque of 490Nm at 3,400rpm ensures smooth acceleration from any speed.

As is the case with every EfficientDynamics-equipped car, the gains in performance are matched by similar benefits in economy and emissions.  The 650i now achieves 24.1mpg on the combined cycle compared to 23.7mpg and emits 279g/km compared to 286g/km.  Again, automatic gearbox cars have better economy and emissions with the 650iA delivering 26.9mpg and 249g/km. 
The new 650i Convertible accelerates to 62mph in 5.5 seconds compared to a previous time of 5.7 seconds.  It also delivers a combined fuel consumption of 22.4mpg and emits 299g/km – figures that are both better than the previous incarnation.

Ten-cylinder BMW M6 

The same cosmetic changes made to the entire range are implemented in the M6 Coupé and Convertible models.  However, with its V-10 engine having won the coveted International Engine of the Year award twice in the last three years, engineers have chosen to leave well alone.  As a result, both M6 models continue to develop 507hp at 7,750rpm from a 5.0-litre V-10 engine. 
The Coupé model, with its lightweight carbon-fibre roof, posts a zero to 62mph time of 4.6 seconds before powering onto an electronically-limited top speed of 155mph.  In the Convertible, the 0-62mph dash is achieved in 4.8 seconds before the same electronically-limited top speed is achieved. Unchecked, both cars would continue to a top speed approaching 200mph.

3. EfficientDynamics
In common with all BMW models launched in 2007, the new non-M BMW 6 Series Coupé and Convertible models benefit from various facets of BMW’s EfficientDynamics technologies.  

Active aerodynamics in the guise of air-flap controls behind the kidney grilles reduce drag and ensure the optimum engine operating temperature is reached as soon as possible.  Brake Energy Regeneration utilises Intelligent Alternator Control and an Absorbent Glass Mat battery to capture energy that would previously have been lost during braking and engine over-run.  This also reduces load on the engine by only engaging and charging when required.  As an example of the benefits of EfficientDynamics, Brake Energy Regeneration alone accounts for a 4.4 per cent improvement in CO2 emissions.

The new 6 Series models with a manual gearbox now feature an Optimum Shift Indicator.  Initially used in the new 1 and 5 Series models, and recently launched on the new M3, the binnacle-mounted indicator advises on the most efficient gear to be in at any given road and engine speed.

Other 6 Series EfficientDynamics engine technologies include a clutch fitted to the air conditioning compressor that disconnects automatically when the driver turns the air conditioning off.  An electric coolant pump also contributes to efficiencies and is carried over from the previous model. 

Another important element of BMW’s EfficientDynamics philosophy is the use of lightweight materials in construction.  At its launch in 2004, 6 Series Coupé and Convertible models used an innovative combination of aluminium (front-end chassis, bonnet), thermoplastics (front wings, boot lid), lightweight steels and even carbon-fibre (M6 Coupé roof).  These construction materials are carried over into the new car and have been introduced into other models within the BMW portfolio in 2007.  

Sports automatic transmission
The six- and eight-cylinder petrol-engined 6 Series models are equipped as standard with a six-speed close ratio manual gearbox.  However, as a luxury GT, the vast majority of customers in the past have selected BMW’s six-speed automatic gearbox.  For the new cars, it is replaced by BMW’s new Sports automatic transmission.  

First introduced on the new BMW 5 Series in Spring 2007, the new gearbox is fitted as standard to 635d models and is optionally available on 630i and 650i derivatives.  The benefit?  The driver interface is enhanced by steering wheel-mounted gearshift paddles and a redesigned ergonomic centre-console-mounted gearlever.  In 
addition, with enhanced gearbox electronics and hydraulics, one press of the Sport button located just behind the gearlever delivers faster shift times and sportier driving characteristics.  This, in turn, also adjusts the car’s throttle mapping and Servotronic steering controls to deliver the best conditions for a more dynamic drive.

Owners of M6 models benefit from a Formula One-inspired seven-speed Sequential Manual Gearbox with Drivelogic. The SMG system’s Drivelogic function offers the driver a choice of 11 different gear change options - five in auto mode and six in manual mode - each offering a different speed of gearshift. On its fastest setting, the driver of an M6 Convertible can make gear changes in just 50 milliseconds – much faster than could be achieved by an experienced driver using a conventional manual gearbox.

Traction systems keeping the 6 Series on the straight and narrow

All models in the new 6 Series range feature, as standard, a three-stage traction control system.  BMW’s well-proven Dynamic Stability Control is supplemented by five additional safety features to create DSC+:

1. Brake drying gently applies the pads to the discs in wet conditions to clear a film of water and prepare the car for more effective braking.

2. Brake pre-tensioning recognises the driver’s foot coming off the accelerator in preparation for an emergency stop and readies the brakes.

3. Soft stop releases brake pressure just before the car reaches a halt in order to avoid a jolt on stopping.
4. Hill-start assistant applies the brakes for a short time when starting off on a gradient to prevent the car rolling back.

5. Brake fade compensation recognises brake temperature rises and automatically increases brake pressure to prevent any fading.
On non-M cars, one push of the DSC button activates the Dynamic Traction Control (DTC) mode.  DTC provides a more sporting drive by allowing a level of controlled wheel slip, which optimises traction on loose surfaces such as gravel or deep snow.  A further, longer, push of the button completely removes the safeguards provided by DSC.

The M6 Coupé and Convertible models take traction control a stage further and replace DTC with M Dynamic Mode (MDM).  Configurable in the MDrive section of iDrive, MDM allows an enthusiastic driver to push the M6 to, and beyond, the absolute limits of traction by permitting some controlled sideslip and counter steering before the DSC system cuts in.  

BMW M’s Variable M Differential on M6 models offers the highest levels of driving stability and traction, especially when accelerating out of high-speed corners.  Up to 100 per cent of drive is transferred to the rear wheel with most traction.  Finally, the M6’s Electronic Damper Control (EDC) system offers three suspension settings – Sport, Normal and Comfort - to complement the prevailing driving conditions.  

For M6 models, MDrive Manager packages all the programmable settings together, so the single touch of a button sets the car up as required.  The M6 driver can select his preferred settings for power, transmission, EDC and DSC modes and Head-up Display, via the iDrive menu.  One-touch of the MDrive button on the steering wheel then selects the desired combination and instantly changes the character of the car.  One moment the M6 is a placid GT, the next it’s more akin to a track day special.
4. Design

The basic philosophy introduced with BMW’s new design language in 2001 enabled its designers to deliver the corporate ambition of expanding into new, untapped niches.  Following the reveal of the Z9 Concept at the IAA Frankfurt in 1999, this new design philosophy provided the catalyst for the launch of the 6 Series in 2004.  One of the main focuses of the new design language was to ensure that a car designed up to 10 years before the end of its lifecycle remains visually fresh and desirable for prospective owners up to seven years after launch.  This has been borne out by the recent, very minor, mid-life refreshes of 1 and 5 Series in Spring 2007 and now the launch of the new 6 Series.

With its long wheelbase, long, sleek bonnet, greenhouse set far to the back and low roofline tapering gently to the rear of the car, the 6 Series has all the proportions of a classic BMW coupé.  It stands out as a modern and innovative interpretation of the classic Grand Tourer.  And, thanks to its unique fin-structure convertible roof with rear buttresses, the 6 Series Convertible also offers the same, dynamically stretched silhouette.

Exterior

Front – low and wide

From the front, the changes to the car are very minor and centre around technical enhancements to the lighting system and design changes to the lower front valance.  Both Coupé and Convertible models feature newly-designed light clusters that house the standard-fitment bi-xenon headlamps and BMW’s now-trademark corona ring daytime running lights.  Above them sit white indicators and side positioning lights that use innovative LED technology for a crystalline effect.  The car also displays a new, redesigned front bumper and lower valance with a light-reflecting lower edge, glass-covered fog lamps and enlarged air intake.  This visually widens the track of the car.

Rear – re-sculpted

In profile, both Coupé and Convertible models feature a more pronounced side sill that strengthens the connection between the front and rear of the car.  However, the most visual changes on the new car are at the rear, with both the Coupé and Convertible models featuring a revised boot lid design with deeper sculpting, integrated spoiler and third brake light (previously only on Convertible).  The rear bumper is also revised and features a light-reflecting edge on the rear apron.  This change, in turn, has led to a redesign of the valance-mounted rear reflectors.  In line with the changes to the front headlamps, the rear tail lamps have been revised and now use horizontal light conductors and LED technology.

Alloy wheels – 17” to 19” options

The new BMW 6 Series features a number of new, and carried over, wheel designs.  The standard-fitment 17” light alloy wheel used on the 630i is carried over from the outgoing model and is also fitted to 635d models.  The 650i benefits from a newly-designed standard 18” light-alloy V-spoke wheel.  Drivers are also able to specify optional 18” and 19” alloy wheels for non-Sport models.  Customers opting for Sport models receive a carried-over 19” light-alloy Multi-spoke wheel while, for the first time with Sport models, owners can specify an optional wheel in the shape of a newly designed 19” light-alloy Star-spoke wheel.  All wheels are fitted with Run-flat tyres for safety and convenience.

Colours – a broad palette

Customers specifying the new 6 Series Coupé and Convertible now have even more opportunity to personalise the interior and exterior of their cars.  Two new exterior colours are available - Space Grey for all models and Deep Sea Blue for all models except M6.  This is on top of the existing colour palette of nine colours.  Two new upholstery interior colours – Saddle Brown and Chateau Exclusive Pearl leather- are complemented by new two new interior trims – high-gloss Maple wood and brushed aluminium. 

Interior

The interior of the outgoing 6 Series offered a cocooned environment, with a wrap-around dashboard, ergonomically efficient controls, soft leather seat coverings and high door panels creating a luxurious yet cosseted cabin.  The new 6 Series Coupé and Convertible carry on where their predecessors left off, but add further innovative, driver- and passenger- focussed technology.  The extensive use of soft-touch, tactile materials, such as the leather covering of the centre console are complemented by SunReflective Technology that prevents excessive heating of the interior leather from sunlight on Convertible cars.   

‘Intelligent’ leather

As would be expected in a luxury Grand Tourer, leather coverings to the seats, centre console and door panels are standard.  Convertible variants however, feature BMW’s innovative SunReflective Technology as standard.  First seen on the new 3 Series Convertible in Spring 2007, SunReflective leather prevents excessive heating of the seat surface when the roof is left down on a sunny day.  BMW’s SunReflective technology counteracts this by reflecting the infra-red radiation in the sunlight and the roof can therefore remain retracted all day in the sun.

This unique leather covering (on seat and armrest surfaces) features ‘cool pigments’ which are embedded in the material during the production process.  They reflect infra-red radiation in the sunlight in wavelengths of more than 720 Nanometers.  A significant reduction of up to 20 degrees centigrade on the leather surface is achieved over conventional leather.  

5. Luxury equipment

Pushing all the right buttons

BMW’s standard-fitment iDrive system has been enhanced in the new 6 Series.  A newly designed, leather-capped, controller commands the iDrive display screen.  Enhanced graphics enable the user to more easily navigate between Climate, Entertainment, Navigation or Communication functions.

In addition to the iDrive functionality, the car features eight freely programmable ‘Favourite’ buttons.  BMWs have featured popular programmable buttons on the steering wheel for a number of years and, in common with other models launched in 2007, the new 6 Series offers a small bank of eight programmable buttons on the centre console.  These can be customised and used as shortcuts to the most frequently visited parts of the iDrive system such as navigation destinations or radio stations.  Safety is paramount and the driver’s finger simply has to hover over the button for its function to be displayed in the iDrive screen.  Pushing the button then makes the prescribed change.  This reduces eye movements from the road to the dashboard.

Lane Departure Warning System as standard – 
staying on the straight and narrow
Following its launch on the new BMW 5 Series in Spring 2007, the new BMW 6 Series Coupé and Convertible are the second models in the BMW range to be offered with Lane Departure Warning System for enhanced driver safety.  Fitted as standard on BMW 635d and 650i models, it is an inexpensive £350 option on 630i models.  It is not available on M6 models.  The system works at over 40mph by using a camera fitted in the front of the interior rear view mirror on the windscreen, a control unit and a new signalling system.  This innovative driver assistance system monitors the distance from one or both lines on either side of the road to identify any deviations from the lane of travel.  Should it detect the car moving out of the lane without the indicator being used, the driver receives a discreet vibration through the steering wheel as an alert to make a correction. 
Active Cruise Control with Stop & Go

Also available on the new 6 Series, following its launch on the 5 Series, is Active Cruise Control with Stop & Go.  The system uses the latest radar sensors with an enlarged area of vision and offers a choice of four distance settings to keep the car at a specific distance in front of traffic ahead, irrespective of vehicle speed.  Once the speed of the car is set, the radar sensors monitor the road.  When the car detects another vehicle ahead, the system applies the brakes where ne​cessary, even in stop-and-go traffic at very low speeds or where it reaches a standstill.  Once the road is 
free again, Active Cruise Control with Stop & Go will re-accelerate the car to the pre-set desired speed. 

The maximum braking force applied by Active Cruise Control with Stop & Go is four metres/sec2.  Should the deceleration required to avoid the car ahead be greater, the driver is warned to intervene manually by visual and acous​tic signals.  
Ultimately, the driver still retains control of the car and after a stop of more than three seconds, is required to apply the accelerator or press the resume button on the cruise control stalk to re-accelerate. 

Anti-whiplash head restraints as standard – a BMW first
The electrically-operated, leather covered, deeply sculpted seats are carried over from the outgoing 6 Series models but with one important safety ingredient added.  Active Anti-whiplash head restraints debut as a BMW first and are standard on the new 6 Series Coupé and Convertible models.  
Making a significant contribution to occupant safety involved in a rear-end accident, the restraints automatically move closer to the occupants head to prevent any rapid spinning or turning motion, thus reducing the risk of spinal injury and whiplash.  The system responds to the same sensors as the airbags and pyrotechnic seat belts.  If they detect an impact of suitable magnitude, two springs within the upholstered section release and the head restraints move forwards by 60mm and upwards by 40mm to ensure the optimum position to minimise injury.

Head-up Display – reducing driver fatigue
Carried over from the outgoing model and contributing significantly to overall levels of safety, BMW is the only premium manufacturer to offer Head-up Display (HUD) as an option. Using HUD, the driver receives information and data directly into his line of sight without the need to refocus his eyes, a common cause of fatigue when driving. For example, the driver is able to see the current vehicle speed, navigation information or Check Control messages without taking his eyes off the road.  Drivers of M6 models receive HUD as standard and can also select to see a rev counter band and chosen gear, set up via the iDrive menu.

Audio for aficionados 

Drivers of 6 Series cars have a plethora of acoustic options that use the latest innovative technology to deliver the purest sounds, irrespective of musical genre. Using either CD, MP3 or USB devices, music is played through the same loudspeaker system.  Music aficionados can also specify BMW’s new Individual Audio System to deliver the highest levels of sound quality and performance. The 
heart of the system is BMW’s DIRAC (Dual Input Room Acoustics Calculator) signal processing technology. The digital nine-channel amplifier with Digital Signal Processing uses 16 high-performance speakers and surround sound to develop a maximum output of 825 watts. 
Night Vision – ‘seeing’ into the darkness
BMW’s innovative Night Vision system further enhances safe night time driving.  BMW was the first manufacturer in the world to offer the system when it debuted on the BMW 7 Series in October 2005. BMW Night Vision is carried over from the outgoing 6 Series and, again, is unique in the luxury GT class.  Night Vision uses a Far Infrared (FIR) thermal imaging camera to ‘see’ heat-emitting objects ahead.  BMW’s Night Vision system can detect pedestrians, animals or other heat-emitting objects at distances of up to 300 metres – 150 metres further than the range of the car’s headlights and far further than any competitors in the luxury segment. The image created by the heat emitted from the objects is projected onto the iDrive screen, with the hottest objects in red and cooler objects displayed in green. 
Illuminating technology
In combination with the xenon headlights, the new BMW 6 Series comes with a daytime lights function using the corona rings in the dual round headlights. Another feature available is optional Adaptive Headlights that illuminate the direction that the car is travelling in rather than the direction in which it is pointing.  The headlights swivel according to the steering wheel angle, the yaw rate of the car and its road speed.  
Another facet of Adaptive Headlamps is variable light distribution that optimises the headlamp beam and illumination of a straight stretch of road ahead.  Operating as a function of the vehicle’s road speed, the system automatically broadens the footprint of headlamp beam.  Ideal for urban town driving at less than 31mph, both headlamps swivel independently and illuminate potentially hazardous around-town obstacles.  By contrast, at higher speeds in motorway mode, the driver’s field of vision is increased by a longer range of headlight beam. 

As an addition, cornering lights adjust the direction of the headlights when cornering or manoeuvring at speeds of less than 25 mph to illuminate kerbs and other obstacles at close quarters.
The new BMW 6 Series is also the only car in its segment to offer High-beam Assistant.  This automatically switches off the high-beam headlights as soon as oncoming traffic or a cyclist is detected, the distance to a vehicle ahead drops below a certain level, or the road ahead is well lit.  Once the illuminating object is passed, the main beam is automatically turned back on to offer drivers high levels of night time driving safety.
6. Market

Following the start of production in September, the new BMW 6 Series Coupé and Convertible models go on sale in UK dealerships on 27 October 2007.  With the UK consumer’s apparent insatiable desire for cleaner, diesel-engined cars, the new 635d models are expected to prove the most popular accounting for approximately 70 per cent of sales.

	Model
	OTR Price

	630i Coupé
	£49,300

	630i Sport Coupé
	£51,500

	650i Coupé
	£55,895

	650i Sport Coupé
	£57,745

	635d Coupé
	£53,910

	635d Sport Coupé
	£56,110

	M6 Coupé
	£83,545

	630i Convertible
	£54,945

	630i Sport Convertible
	£57,145

	650i Convertible
	£61,365

	650i Sport Convertible
	£63,215

	635d Convertible
	£59,600

	635d Sport Convertible
	£61,800

	M6 Convertible
	£88,225


Since the 6 Series went on sale in March 2004, over 85,000 Coupé and Convertible models have been built for worldwide markets making it one of the most successful luxury sports cars in the world.  In the three and a half years since its launch, the current generation 6 Series has sold almost as many as the previous generation (86,216) over its 13 year life span.

And the 6 Series has been equally well-received by UK customers with over 10,000 Coupé and Convertible cars finding owners since March 2004, on a 55:45 ratio.
	Model
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007*
	Total

	BMW 6 Series Coupé
	1795
	1667
	1538
	596
	5596

	BMW 6 Series Convertible
	1165
	1355
	1218
	724
	4462



*- year to date restricted by production limitations

In common with the outgoing 6 Series, many owners are expected to be successful independent businessmen between the ages of 40 to 55. Reliability and value for money are as important to this market as the status of the brand, the outstanding design and performance. In buying a 6 Series they could be construed as pampering themselves, but also indicate a need for practicality and, in many cases, the desire to transport a young family.

Traditionally, the convertible market attracts more female buyers than the coupé.  This pattern is expected to continue with the new 6 Series, though the bias remains male.  The male:female split for the Convertible will be approximately 85:15 whereas the Coupé is nearer 90:10.

7. Standard and Optional Equipment
BMW 6 Series Coupé and Convertible

See separate files for complete tables of standard and optional equipment available for all models of both the 6 Series Coupé and Convertible.




































