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[bookmark: _GoBack]A legend reborn; the iconic Rosslyn-built BMW 325iS (E30) restored.

· BMW Group South Africa showcases the “Legends of Rosslyn”.
· BMW 325iS restored after successful refurbishment of the BMW M1 and BMW 333i in 2017.
· Last BMW 3 Series produced by BMW Group Plant Rosslyn and the first BMW X3 make their first public appearance.

Johannesburg. This week BMW Group South Africa is showcasing the legendary vehicles that have been produced at its Rosslyn plant in Tshwane by means of a tour themed “The Legends of Rosslyn”. The tour includes the South African exclusive BMW 333i (E30), which was refurbished in 2017, as well as the renowned and recently restored BMW 325iS (E30) – also known as the “Gusheshe”. In addition, two special cars; car number 1,191,604 – the last current generation BMW 3 Series to be produced by BMW Group Plant Rosslyn – and the new BMW X3 that started rolling off the production line in April at the 45-year old plant, will join the tour. 

A legend reborn: the BMW 325iS (E30) – aka Gusheshe.
Following the successful refurbishment of the BMW 333i (E30) and BMW M1 in 2017 by BMW Group South Africa’s Press Vehicles Technicians (part of the Group Communications Division), the BMW 325iS is the most recent classic car to be restored.

The 325iS was introduced in 1985 – the same year as the BMW 333i – and was a sporty upgrade of the 325i. Two versions were introduced in limited numbers: 145kW and 155kW (both 2.7 litre naturally aspirated engines). They had a uniquely identifiable ‘iS’ body kit, 15” wheels, full electric package, 25% limited slip differential and M Sport suspension with Bilstein struts. The car has a rich racing history winning local races such as the Stannic Group N Class and Castrol Nine Hour races amongst others.



Currently, BMW Group South Africa’s heritage car collection includes the BMW M1, BMW 750Li Individual by Esther Mahlangu, BMW 325iS, BMW 333i, the last BMW 3 Series (340i) produced by Plant Rosslyn and the first BMW X3 (xDrive30d) to have rolled off the production line.  

The end of an enduring era – 35 years of the BMW 3 Series at BMW Group Plant Rosslyn.
February 2018 marked a significant milestone for BMW Group South Africa when its Rosslyn plant produced the BMW 3 Series for the last time after 35 years of production. BMW Group Plant Rosslyn has produced a total of 1,191,604 over five generations of the BMW 3 Series. The current generation of the BMW 3 Series continues its lifecycle and is now produced by other plants within the BMW Group production network.

One of the key milestones of the BMW 3 Series has been the success in founding the segment of the modern sports sedan, establishing itself as the embodiment of driving pleasure in its segment and becoming the world’s top-selling premium car. South Africans even nicknamed each generation of the BMW 3 Series that was produced at Plant Rosslyn. Limited edition models of the BMW 3 Series such as the BMW 333i and 325iS also emerged from the 45-year old plant. 

The new BMW X era at BMW Group Plant Rosslyn.
Continuing the legacy of BMW Group Plant Rosslyn, a new chapter in South Africa’s automotive story began in April when BMW Group South Africa started the production of the new BMW X3. At the beginning of May this year, BMW Group South Africa despatched the first proudly South African BMW X3 cars for export, transporting more than 100 units on 27 wagons via train to the Port of Durban. This marked a momentous occasion for BMW Group South Africa as the company’s manufacturing plant at Rosslyn continues to ramp up production of the BMW X3. 

Upgrading the plant for X3 production has represented the largest infrastructure upgrade in the plant’s history, but it has gone ahead on time.

BMW Group Plant Rosslyn is a state-of-the-art facility, with BMW X3 production initially planned with a maximum capacity of 71,000 units a year. However, BMW under-




estimated the phenomenal demand for the new BMW X3 and, after a further R160m investment to increase linespeed, the maximum capacity of the plant was raised almost 10% to 76,000 units a year. Within this maximum capacity, BMW Group South Africa is confident that the plant will produce record volumes in 2019. This will add to the growing success of BMW’s X models across the world, which now make up more than 30% of BMW’s global volume. The new BMW X era at BMW Group Plant Rosslyn once again demonstrates the company’s commitment to its operations in South Africa.

45 Years of Production – BMW Group Plant Rosslyn.
Production at BMW Group Plant Rosslyn dates back to 1968, when Praetor Monteerders began assembling cars, utilising BMW engines and drive-trains fitted to Hans Glass sheet metal pressed and shipped from Dingolfing in Germany. In 1973, BMW AG took over full shareholding and established BMW Group South Africa (Pty) Ltd with BMW Group Plant Rosslyn becoming the BMW Group’s first manufacturing facility outside of Germany. Since then, the BMW Group has been a major investor in South Africa and its people, with BMW Group Plant Rosslyn moving from a limited vehicle-production plant that merely assembled vehicles with a few customisation possibilities for the local market, to a world-class plant, capable of producing highly customised cars for customers across the globe. 

-Ends- 

For any questions regarding this press release, please contact BMW Group South Africa’s Group Communications Division as follows:

Edward Makwana
Manager: Group Product Communications 
Group Communications Division
BMW Group South Africa (Pty) Ltd
Email: edward.makwana@bmw.co.za 
Tel: +27-12-522-2227
Mobile: +27-71-666-2227

The BMW Group

With its four brands BMW, MINI, Rolls-Royce and BMW Motorrad, the BMW Group is the world’s leading premium manufacturer of automobiles and motorcycles and also provides premium financial and mobility services. The BMW Group production network comprises 31 production and assembly facilities in 14 countries; the company has a global sales network in more than 140 countries.

In 2017, the BMW Group sold over 2,463,500 passenger vehicles and more than 164,000 motorcycles worldwide. The profit before tax in the financial year 2016 was approximately € 9.67 billion on revenues amounting to € 94.16 billion. As of 31 December 2016, the BMW Group had a workforce of 124,729 employees.

The success of the BMW Group has always been based on long-term thinking and responsible action. The company has therefore established ecological and social sustainability throughout the value chain, comprehensive product responsibility and a clear commitment to conserving resources as an integral part of its strategy.
 
BMW Group websites:
www.bmwgroup.com 
www.bmw.co.za 
 
Social Media Pages:
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/BMWGroup (BMW South Africa).
Twitter: http://twitter.com/BMWGroup (@BMW_SA).
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/BMWGroupview (BMW South Africa).
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