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Press release
23rd June 2007


Jeroen Bleekemolen wins in Zandvoort (NL).
Exciting first MINI CHALLENGE heat as part of the international MINI United Festival.
Munich/Amsterdam. Just a few hours after Jeroen Bleekemolen (Aerdenhout/NL, Team ProSieben) gained pole position in the qualifying in Zandvoort (NL), the local Dutch hero had reason to celebrate yet again: the former DTM pro put in a perfect start-to-finish lead in the first MINI CHALLENGE race of his life! “I’m really pleased. Especially because it was such hard work to defend my position – that makes winning so much more significant,” said Bleekemolen after the race.

During the 30-minute race held as part of the MINI United Festival, only Ben Spouse (Munich, Schirra motoring) managed to keep a tail on the flying Dutchman. “I was always hot on Jeroen’s heels, but I just couldn’t manage the crucial attack,” said the Englishman. Spouse had put in the second-best time in the qualifying and explained afterwards why he had been so fast: “The undulating and winding profile of the race track is well suited to my very soft driving style. Here in Zandvoort you sense the typical MINI go-kart feeling much more than elsewhere.”
In the fourth of a total of 15 scored heats of the MINI CHALLENGE in the 2007 season, Maximilian Werndl (Thansau, BRAINFORCE Lechner Racing) finished third. “After the qualifying I was a little disappointed, but now I have come to terms with the day’s performance. Especially because I was able to leave Hari and Joakim behind me - two direct competitors in the overall ranking,” said the 19-year-old happily, who started the race in 5th place. The Austrian Hari Proczyk (Knittelfeld/A, Team ProSieben) finished the race behind Werndl in 4th place, while Swede Joakim Mangs (Södertälje/S, Schubert Motors) was fifth across the finishing line. Alexander Burgstaller (Munich, MINI Germany) was actually hoping for more: “But tomorrow I’ll be in pole position at least,” said the MINI CHALLENGE ambassador, already setting his sights on tomorrow’s race, in which – according to the MINI CHALLENGE rules – the first six of the Saturday race take up their positions at the start in reverse order. 

Johannes Stuck (Maureen/Lie, Team Spicy) was unlucky. The son of racing legend Hans-Joachim “Striezel” Stuck was forced to abandon his 210 bhp MINI Cooper S racing model due to technical problems after 10 laps. “I suddenly had no fuel pressure any more – though I was doing a pretty good job in the laps up to then. That’s racing for you – tomorrow is a new start,” said Stuck junior, giving a sportsmanlike explanation for his mishap.
The second MINI CHALLENGE heat of the weekend will be held the following day, Sunday June 24th at 12.00. Once again, 33 technically identical MINI Cooper S with John Cooper Works Tuning Kit will line up at the start and captivate the international guests of the MINI United Festival with a fast and furious position race.
Photos and current press information at:
www.MINI.de/CHALLENGE/presslounge/login 
(Login: media / password: challenge)


Note: 
For more information on the MINI United Festival in Zandvoort, see www.MINI.com/MINIUnited 
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MINI CHALLENGE 2007, Zandvoort/NL, 22nd – 24th June 2007

Result of heat 04, 23rd June 2007

	Pos.
	No.
	Driver
	Team 
	Time

	1
	77
	Jeroen Bleekemolen
	Team ProSieben 
	30:47.618

	2
	25
	Ben Spouse
	Schirra motoring
	30:49.036

	3
	8
	Maximilian Werndl
	BRAINFORCE Lechner Racing
	30:59.542

	4
	7
	Hari Proczyk 
	Team ProSieben 
	31:08.554

	5
	3
	Joakim Mangs
	Schubert Motors 
	31:08.823

	6
	0
	Alexander Burgstaller
	Team Spicy
	31:09.305

	7
	4
	Daniel Keilwitz
	Schubert Motors 
	31:09.449

	8
	18
	Katharina König
	AHG Gigamot Racing
	31:09.871

	9
	41
	Carlo Bermes
	HBPO Racing Team
	31:10.558

	10
	11
	Jürgen Schmarl
	MINI CHALLENGE TEAM AUSTRIA SWISS
	31:18.550

	11
	66
	Fabian Plentz
	ORMS Racing wiesmann
	31:19.669

	12
	26
	Michael Seifert
	tolimit inVenture
	31:22.287

	13
	12
	Remo Friberg
	MINI CHALLENGE TEAM AUSTRIA SWISS
	31:23.726

	14
	16
	Oliver Götz
	Highspeed Racing 
	31:24.630

	15
	5
	Roland Hertner
	Schubert Motors 
	31:26.297

	16
	99
	Stefan Neuberger
	ORMS Racing wiesmann
	31:26.726

	17
	15
	Stephan Jilka
	Highspeed Racing
	31:26.779

	18
	33
	Alexander Janssen
	ORMS Racing wiesmann
	31:47.914

	19
	36
	Thomas Fürst
	AHG Gigamot Racing
	31:52.022

	20
	27
	Jochen Arden (G)
	piro sports
	31:52.843

	21
	24
	Martin Heidrich
	Schirra motoring
	31:58.968

	22
	29
	Franjo Kovac (G)
	piro sports
	32:02.028

	23
	14
	Christian Feineis
	Highspeed Racing
	32:03.827

	24
	9
	Helmut Fleischmann
	BRAINFORCE Lechner Racing
	32:15.122

	25
	28
	Herbert Engel (G)
	piro sports
	32:27.645

	26
	21
	Ralf Lange
	LANGE South African Racing Team
	32:29.317

	27
	88
	Thomas Neumann
	EHRL SPORT Lechner Racing
	1 lap

	28
	1
	Marc von Brixen*
	MINI Deutschland
	1 lap

	29
	30
	Hans-Otto Olde*
	Original MINI Zubehör Castrol Deutschland
	1 lap

	
	10
	Johannes Stuck
	MINI Deutschland
	not classified

	
	35
	Reinhard Nehls (G)
	Caisley International
	not classified

	
	20
	Peter Nikolaus Enders
	MINITOU
	not classified

	
	23
	Jürgen Steiner
	Schubert Motors
	not classified



* 
Guest starter, not scored

(G) 
Gentleman Driver (aged over 50) 
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