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100 Years of 24h Spa-Francorchamps: Record winner BMW 
M Motorsport begins mission to defend title. 
 

• At the 100th anniversary of the endurance classic, ROWE Racing 
competes to repeat last year's victory. 

• BMW M Team WRT battles for the overall victory at its home race with 
cars in special anniversary designs. 

• BMW M Motorsport, with 25 victories, is the record winner at Spa-
Francorchamps and aims to extend this record. 

• “Meet the Team” with ROWE Racing on Thursday and BMW M Team 
WRT on Friday in the paddock. 

 
Munich. 25 victories in 100 years: BMW M Motorsport has an impressive 
history of success at the 24 Hours of Spa-Francorchamps (BEL). At the 
anniversary of the endurance classic, four BMW M4 GT3s are competing in 
the Pro category to achieve the 26th triumph for the BMW brand. For ROWE 
Racing, the #98 BMW M4 GT3, and the driver trio of Philipp Eng (AUT), 
Marco Wittmann (GER), and Nick Yelloly (GBR), the goal is to repeat last 
year's victory. BMW M Team WRT celebrates its home race in the Ardennes 
with cars in special designs. As part of the supporting programme, BMW M 
Motorsport will display winning cars from the past. 
 
In total, the two BMW M Motorsport teams competing in the Pro category have 
already achieved five Spa victories – ROWE Racing three (2016, 2020, 2023) 
and BMW M Team WRT two (2011, 2014). While ROWE Racing is focused on 
defending its title, BMW M Team WRT aims to end a long dry spell at its home 
race and celebrate the first victory with the BMW M4 GT3 at one of the major 
endurance classics. 
 
The trio that was victorious in 2023 remains unchanged. The cockpit of the 
ROWE Racing #98 BMW M4 GT3 will be shared by Eng, Wittmann, and Yelloly. 
The sister car with the #998, in the design of BMW M Motorsport partner 
MultiBank Group, will be driven by Augusto Farfus (BRA), Dan Harper (GBR), 
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and Max Hesse (GER). These three won the season opener of the Fanatec GT 
World Challenge Europe powered by AWS Endurance Cup in Le Castellet (FRA) 
in April and head to the Ardennes leading the overall standings. 
 
For BMW M Team WRT, as in 2023, Sheldon van der Linde (RSA), Dries 
Vanthoor, and Charles Weerts (both BEL) will race in the #32 BMW M4 GT3. In 
the number 46 car, Raffaele Marciello (SUI), Maxime Martin (BEL), and 
Valentino Rossi (ITA) will take turns. The two cars in the Pro category will 
feature a special design to commemorate the event's 100th anniversary. The 
team is fielding a third car in the Bronze category. The #30 BMW M4 GT3 will 
be driven by BMW M works driver Jens Klingmann (GER), Ahmad Al Harthy 
(OMA), Sam De Haan (GBR), and Calan Williams (AUS). In the Team Century 
Motorsport #991 BMW M4 GT3, which is also starting in the Bronze class, BMW 
M works driver Connor De Phillippi (USA) will race with Pedro Ebrahim (BRA), 
Darren Leung, and Toby Sowery (both GBR). 
 
The 24 Hours of Spa-Francorchamps starts on Saturday at 16:30 CEST. Ahead 
of the race, BMW M Motorsport and BMW Group Classic will present some 
historic winning cars during the traditional parade into the town of Spa, giving 
fans a glimpse of a BMW 635 CSi, a BMW 3.0 CSL and a BMW 1800 TI/SA. 
 
Note to editors: 
In Spa-Francorchamps, ROWE Racing and BMW M Team WRT each offer a “Meet the 
Team” event, where drivers, team principals, and Head of BMW M Motorsport, Andreas 
Roos, will be available for interviews. 
 
Thursday, 14:00-14:30: Meet the ROWE Racing Team, ROWE Hospitality 
Friday, 11:30-12:00: Meet the WRT Team, WRT Hospitality 
 
Comments before the 24h Spa-Francorchamps: 
 
Andreas Roos (Head of BMW M Motorsport): “The third 24-hour highlight 
within five weeks is on the schedule in Spa-Francorchamps. After finishing third 
and second on the podium with the BMW M4 GT3 at the Nürburgring and in Le 
Mans, the goal for this race is clear: to repeat last year's victory. With defending 
champion ROWE Racing and BMW M Team WRT, four BMW M4 GT3s, and 12 
BMW M works drivers in the Pro category, we have an extremely strong line-up. 
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All four crews have the potential to win the race – and we at BMW M 
Motorsport thus have many irons in the fire. We saw how important that is with 
our victory last year. At that time, we brought one of four cars through, which 
then luckily was able to cross the finish line first. Also, in the Bronze category, 
the two BMW M4 GT3s of the WRT and Century Motorsport teams are very 
strongly positioned and can play a leading role in their class. I congratulate the 
organisers on the 100th anniversary and look forward to an always spectacular 
event, which we hopefully will conclude with our 26th overall victory.” 
 
Hans-Peter Naundorf (Team Principal ROWE Racing): “Being able to 
participate in the 100th anniversary of the 24 Hours of Spa-Francorchamps – 
and as the defending champions – is a great honour for ROWE Racing. All the 
more so as we are also celebrating a small anniversary, as this year marks our 
tenth start at this extraordinary race, to which we have a special connection. In 
Spa, we won our first 24-hour race in 2016, and in our nine starts so far we have 
achieved three victories and a total of five podium finishes. That is a very good 
rate that we want to improve on this year. To finish at the front again would, of 
course, be a dream, but that is incredibly difficult in this high-calibre field with 
so many top drivers and teams. It is no coincidence that the last successful title 
defence was 18 years ago. But with our partner BMW M Motorsport and our six 
first-class BMW M works drivers, we are happy to take on this challenge.” 
 
Vincent Vosse (Team Principal BMW M Team WRT): “I grew up a few 
kilometres from the track and used to go to Spa-Francorchamps to watch the 
races since I was a kid. That’s where and how my passion for motorsport 
began. The 24 Hours was always a special race, with the largest crowd. So to 
be able to take part in it was a dream that became a reality in 1995, and to win 
it in 2002 was the crowning of an ambition. My last run was in 2010 when I 
stopped racing to focus entirely on the Team WRT project. To win again in 2011 
and 2014, as a team, was magic. Since then we have always been fighting at 
the front. We want to win again.” 
 
Nick Yelloly (#98 BMW M4 GT3, ROWE Racing): “We achieved the victory last 
year, and I see no reason why we shouldn't be able to do it again. Philipp, 
Marco, and I get along very well on and off the track, have a similar mindset, 
and complement each other excellently. We have the same team and the same 
engineers with ROWE Racing, so we are very experienced and well-
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coordinated. During the test, we gained some insights for the setup of the BMW 
M4 GT3 that we didn't have last year. That should definitely help us. Even 
though the conditions are good, as with any 24-hour race, the main thing will be 
to make no mistakes and survive the night. If we are still at the front on Sunday 
morning, we should have a good chance.” 
 
Max Hesse (#998 BMW M4 GT3, ROWE Racing): “Expectations are high. We 
have a good starting position for the 24h Spa-Francorchamps with last year's 
victory for ROWE Racing and our opening win this season in Le Castellet. Our 
goal is to collect as many points as possible in the fight for the Endurance Cup 
title and hopefully drive onto the podium. I am very much looking forward to my 
first 24-hour race with Augusto in a long time. We are ready.” 
 
Charles Weerts (#32 BMW M4 GT3, BMW M Team WRT): “With the line-up 
that BMW M Motorsport and BMW M Team WRT are bringing to the start, the 
goal can only be victory. I was close to success a few times at my home race, 
but it was never enough. Last year a BMW M4 GT3 won. We want to repeat 
that, but, of course, we prefer it to be with our car. The 24h Spa-Francorchamps 
are at the top of the list of races I want to win. Hopefully, my streak of bad luck 
with retirements in endurance races is over after the podium at the Nürburgring, 
and I can fulfil my dream.” 
 
Maxime Martin (#46 BMW M4 GT3, BMW M Team WRT): “The 24h Spa-
Francorchamps is a very special race for me. On the one hand, it's my home 
race, and on the other hand, my family has played an important role in the 100-
year history of the event. My father has celebrated four overall victories, my 
uncle two, and I one. Therefore, it is important for me to be part of this 
anniversary. With my driving colleagues Raffaele and Valentino, we have a very 
strong package, and I hope we can have a say in the fight for the podium or 
even the victory.” 
 
Driver line-ups for the BMW M4 GT3s: 
 
Pro category: 
 
#32 BMW M4 GT3, BMW M Team WRT: 
Sheldon van der Linde (RSA) 
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Dries Vanthoor (BEL) 
Charles Weerts (BEL) 
 
#46 BMW M4 GT3, BMW M Team WRT: 
Raffaele Marciello (SUI) 
Maxime Martin (BEL) 
Valentino Rossi (ITA) 
 
#98 BMW M4 GT3, ROWE Racing: 
Philipp Eng (AUT) 
Marco Wittmann (GER) 
Nick Yelloly (GBR) 
 
#998 BMW M4 GT3, ROWE Racing: 
Augusto Farfus (BRA) 
Dan Harper (GBR) 
Max Hesse (GER) 
 
Bronze category: 
 
#30 BMW M4 GT3, Team WRT: 
Ahmad Al Harthy (OMA) 
Sam De Haan (GBR) 
Jens Klingmann (GER) 
Calan Williams (AUS) 
 
#991 BMW M4 GT3, Century Motorsport: 
Connor De Phillippi (USA) 
Pedro Ebrahim (BRA) 
Darren Leung (GBR) 
Toby Sowery (GBR) 
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All BMW overall winners at Spa-Francorchamps: 
 

Year Drivers Car 

2023 Philipp Eng, Marco Wittmann, Nick Yelloly BMW M4 GT3 

2018 Tom Blomqvist, Philipp Eng, Christian Krognes BMW M6 GT3 

2016 Philipp Eng, Maxime Martin, Alexander Sims BMW M6 GT3 
2015 Nick Catsburg, Lucas Luhr, Markus Palttala BMW Z4 GT3 

1998 Alain Cudini, Marc Duez, Eric van der Poele BMW 318i 

1997 Didier de Radiguès, Marc Duez, Éric Hélary  BMW 320i 

1996 Alexander Burgstaller, Jörg Müller, Thierry Tassin BMW 320i 

1995 Peter Kox, Steve Soper, Joachim Winkelhock BMW 320i 

1994 Alexander Burgstaller, Roberto Ravaglia, Thierry Tassin BMW 320i 
1992 Christian Danner, Jean-Michel Martin, Steve Soper BMW M3 

1990 Johnny Cecotto, Fabien Giroix, Markus Oestreich BMW M3 

1988 Altfrid Heger, Dieter Quester, Roberto Ravaglia BMW M3 

1987 Jean-Michel Martin, Didier Theys, Eric van de Poele BMW M3 

1986 Altfrid Heger, Dieter Quester, Thierry Tassin BMW 635CSi 

1985 Gerhard Berger, Roberto Ravaglia, Marc Surer BMW 635CSi 
1983 Armin Hahne, Hans Heyer, Thierry Tassin BMW 635CSi 

1982 Armin Hahne, Hans Heyer, Eddy Joosen BMW 528i 

1977 Jean-Claude Andruet, Eddy Joosen BMW 530i 

1976 Nico Demuth, Jean-Marie Détrin-Chavan BMW 3.0 CSL 

1975 Hughes de Fierlant, Pierre Dieudonné, Jean Xhenceval BMW 3.0 CSi 

1974 Pierre Dieudonné, Alain Peltier, Jean Xhenceval BMW 3.0 CSi 
1973 Dieter Quester, Toine Hezemans BMW 3.0 CSL 

1970 Günther Huber, Helmut Kelleners BMW 2800 CS 

1966 Hubert Hahne, Jacky Ickx BMW 2000Ti 

1965 Pascal Ickx, Gérard Langlois van Ophem BMW 1800 TISA 

 
 
Media Contact. 
 
Andrea Schwab  
Spokesperson BMW M  
Phone: +49 (0) 151 601 60988  
Email: Andrea.Schwab@bmw.de 
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Laura Claesgens 
Press Officer BMW M Motorsport 
Phone: +49 (0) 151 601 47299 
Email: laura.claesgens@bmw.de  
 
Media Website.  
www.press.bmwgroup.com/global 
 
BMW M Motorsport on the Web. 
Website: www.bmw-m.com/motorsport  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/bmwmotorsport 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/bmwmmotorsport 
X: www.twitter.com/bmwmotorsport 
 


