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FIA World Touring Car Championship.

BMW and Andy Priaulx win WTCC double.

Andy Priaulx (GBR) from BMW Team UK is the old and new World Touring Car Champion. In a gripping season final in Macau, the 32-year-old was able 
to succeed against eight competitors who all still had chances of winning the drivers’ title prior to the final races of the season. Following his World Championship triumph last year, Priaulx was able to win the championship title for the second time in a row. At the same time, he is the only two-time 
World Champion in Touring Car history. In 1987, when the battle for the world title in this discipline was held for the first time, another BMW driver took 
the top spot in the drivers’ rankings, Robert Ravaglia (ITA). Behind Priaulx, who scored 73 points, BMW Team Germany’s Jörg Müller (GER) completed 
the great overall result as runner-up. BMW also succeeded in defending the manufacturers’ title. Overall, the brand collected 254 points with the 
new BMW 320si WTCC and had a 19-point lead over second-placed SEAT. 

BMW Motorsport Director, Mario Theissen, commented: “It’s a great success for BMW to have won the manufacturers’ title for the third time in a row. 
This year we entered a completely new car, the BMW 320si WTCC and the car won the championship at its first attempt. Congratulations to Andy Priaulx for defending the title. He proved this year once more that he is the man to beat in touring car racing. To be able to collect five victories in this hard-fought championship is an outstanding achievement.”

Strong result for the BMW national teams.

In the 2006 WTCC season, BMW once more entered three national teams 
to battle for points and victories in the pinnacle of touring car racing. 
The BMW Team UK – RBM outfit was responsible for Priaulx’s car. Over the course of the 20 races, the experienced team of Bart Mampaey (BEL) 
again set the benchmark in the WTCC. At the season finale in Macau, 
RBM additionally fielded the BMW 320si WTCC of Jan Magnussen (DEN). 
BMW Team Germany – Schnitzer Motorsport can also look back on 
a successful season. Jörg Müller (GER) claimed four race wins and finished second in the drivers’ classification scoring 72 points. His team-mate, 
Dirk Müller (GER) celebrated victory in Magny-Cours and came sixth overall with 54 points. Both drivers who were once more under the wing of 
Team Principal Charly Lamm (GER) had title hopes prior the final WTCC 
event in Macau.

Alessandro Zanardi (ITA) of BMW Team Italy-Spain – ROAL Motorsport once more provided several “magic moments” during the course of the past season. In Istanbul, the driver who had both legs amputated celebrated his second victory in the World Touring Car Championship at the wheel of a modified BMW 320si WTCC and managed three podium finishes. 
With 26 World Championship points, Zanardi finished the season in 
11th position. During the first half of the year, Marcel Costa (ESP) was the second driver with BMW Team Italy-Spain, led by Team Principal, 
Roberto Ravaglia. In Curitiba, Duncan Huisman (NLD) took over the car from Costa. The experienced driver quickly became familiar with the vehicle and finished in second place in Valencia and Macau. In total, Huisman contributed 22 points to the convincing overall result of the BMW national teams.

Successful debut of the BMW 320si WTCC.

In the 2006 World Touring Car Championship, the BMW national teams competed with the new BMW 320si WTCC for the first time, which was developed by BMW Motorsport in Munich based on the road going series model of the same name. Within nine months, a race car was created, 
which proved to be competitive from the word go. As early as at the start to the WTCC season in Monza, Priaulx secured pole position and the victory 
in the first race. Over the course of the year, eight further triumphs followed. 
By winning both World Championship titles in 2006, this car successfully follows in the footsteps of its predecessors of the BMW 3 Series. Overall, BMW has amassed 24 European Championship titles in touring car racing 
to date. In the World Championship, all titles have gone to Munich so far.

With the 320si, BMW has once more this season continued its philosophy of customer sports. Private teams have the opportunity to purchase the racing kit of the BMW 320si WTCC and compete for victory in eight worldwide championships run to the Super2000 and Super Production regulations. 
The demand for probably the sportiest representative of the new 
BMW 3 Series is high. To date, more than 20 racing kits have been delivered to customer teams all over the world.

Excitement to the very last race.

In its second season, the 2006 WTCC thrilled motorsport enthusiasts all round the globe. Not least due to the handicap weights and the reverse starting grid in the second race, the balance of power changed several times during the season, which led to nine drivers left with a chance of winning the title at the season final. “The World Touring Car Championship is continuing to progress”, Theissen summarises. “The public interest has increased, as has the number of entries. I expect this trend to continue. The races are extremely exciting. Therefore, the chances are good this race series will attract even more fans in future than it already has today.”

The races of the 2006 FIA WTCC at a glance:

Monza.

As it did last year, the 2006 World Touring Car Championship once more kicks off in Monza. In its first real test of strength, the new BMW 320si WTCC delivers in style: At the “Autodromo Nazionale di Monza”, defending champion Andy Priaulx secures pole position and wins the first race of the season in superior fashion. By finishing fourth, Dirk Müller also collects World Champion​ship points, as does Alessandro Zanardi, who finishes in seventh place. 
The second race of the year, on the other hand, does not go according to plan for the BMW national teams: As early as on lap three, Priaulx and Dirk Müller are forced to retire; only a little later Marcel Costa and Jörg Müller give up following collisions. In second place, Alessandro Zanardi competes in a fierce battle with race leader Augusto Farfus (BRA/Alfa). The overtaking manoeuvre of the BMW Team Italy-Spain driver on the penultimate lap, however, 
is unsuccessful and prematurely ends his race as well. After the first race weekend of the season, Priaulx holds third place, thus being the best-placed BMW driver in the overall classification.

Magny-Cours. 

In Magny-Cours, the BMW national teams present themselves in strong shape. Two double victories and a total of 37 world championship point is the result for the quintet following this race weekend. Dirk Müller wins the first 
race at the “Circuit de Nevers” ahead of his team-mate Jörg Müller. In the second race at the 4.411-kilometre track, the BMW 320si WTCC again proves it is the car to beat: Following his eighth place in race one, Priaulx celebrates his second victory of the season from pole position. Jörg Müller finishes second once more. Therefore, BMW leaves the heart of France as the leader in the manufacturers’ classification, while Priaulx takes over the top spot in 
the drivers’ standings. The good result for the BMW Team UK driver, however, also has an unwanted consequence. During his home event in Brands Hatch, he is forced to load 70 kilograms of ballast onboard of his car.

Brands Hatch.

Dirk Müller is the most successful BMW driver at the WTCC debut in Brands Hatch. The German crosses the finish line in sixth position in the second race and collects three points. Local hero Priaulx, on the other hand, experiences a dose of bad luck: He comes eighth in race one and, therefore, starts 
the second round from pole position. At the restart after a safety car period, however, he loses control of his car while running in first place. He manages 
to return to the track after a trip through the gravel. Nevertheless, he is forced to settle for eighth place and one World Championship point. No further 
BMW driver is able to score points in the British rounds of the World Touring Car Championship.

Oschersleben.

During its home races in Oschersleben, BMW is able to return to success. 
In the “Motorsport Arena”, Priaulx not only secures his second pole position of the year, but also uses this excellent starting position to collect his third victory of the season. In the first race, he manages to stay ahead of his brand-mate Dirk Müller, who takes the runner-up position. As seventh-placed driver in race one, Jörg Müller enters race two from a close to ideal grid position – and 
is able to use this. The German driver takes the lead right from the start and defends it until the end of the race. Following Priaulx and Dirk Müller, he is already the third BMW driver who wins a World Championship race in 2006. Despite the fact that he fails to score a victory in Oschersleben, Dirk Müller 
is the most successful driver of the weekend and makes a big a step forward in the Drivers’ Championship. In race two, he achieves another podium result 
by finishing in third place. Despite only crossing the line tenth in the second round, Priaulx regains the lead in the drivers’ standings with 33 points; 
Dirk Müller is third. In the manufacturers’ classification, BMW is ahead of SEAT again.

Curitiba.

Over the course of the first overseas WTCC race weekend in Brazil, Priaulx remains true to his new approach, finishing eighth in race one and winning the second race of the day. Thanks to his fourth success of the season, he consolidates his lead in the World Championship. For the first time this year, Zanardi is also able to celebrate a podium finish. While the BMW Team 
Italy-Spain driver is forced to start the first race from last place, he shows an impressive performance which is rewarded with third place in the last race 
of the first half of the season. Duncan Huisman, who replaces Costa for the first time, fails to make it into the points, as does Dirk Müller. Jörg Müller comes seventh in race two and is able to collect two more World Champion​ship points. In the manufacturers’ classification BMW is in second place 
with 126 points.

Puebla.

In Puebla, Priaulx is the first WTCC driver to enter a race with the maximum handicap weight of 80 kilograms. Action on the track at the “Autodromo Miguel E. Abed”, however, is of less importance at the beginning of the weekend, as dangerous ripples in the tarmac cause controversial discussions. After the necessary repair works are completed, the WTCC races 11 and 
12 of the season are staged as planned. Despite the difficult conditions, 
Dirk Müller keeps his cool in Mexico and manages to finish within the top six in both events. The eight points he collects for the drivers’ classification enable him to close the gap to the top once more. As well as Dirk Müller, Priaulx 
is also able to take points away from Puebla thanks to seventh in race two.

Brno.

The BMW national teams are determined to win back the lead in the drivers’ and manufacturers’ classification at Brno – and accomplish this mission. 
At the “Automotodrom Brno”, Jörg Müller secures his second victory of the 2006 season in race one. On his 37th birthday, the BMW Team Germany driver wins ahead of Zanardi, who is able to celebrate his best result of the season so far. Finishing in fifth position, Priaulx also collects four valuable World Championship points. The 32-year-old, however, experiences an even better second race of the day. Crossing the line in second position, he celebrates his fifth podium finish of the year. The other BMW title candidates also add some points to their tally: Jörg Müller comes fourth and rounds off a strong overall performance in Brno, Dirk Müller finishes in fifth place. Since his direct competitors for the World Championship lead leave Brno empty-handed, Priaulx succeeds in opening up a gap at the top with 58 points under his belt. Second-placed SEAT driver James Thompson (GBR) is down by nine points. Jörg Müller and Dirk Müller in fourth and sixth positions also remain in striking distance. In the manufacturers’ classification, BMW (170) regains the lead from SEAT by one point.

Istanbul.

At the Grand Prix track of Istanbul, spectators not only witness two completely different races, but also a jubilant Alessandro Zanardi. The BMW Team Italy-Spain driver grabbed attention in the qualifying session by securing second place on the starting grid just before rain sets in – at the same time this is the best qualifying result of his WTCC career. Race one continues to unfold well for the experienced driver. At the start he overtakes Rickard Rydell (SWE/SEAT) and holds his lead across the finish line thanks to a flawless race performance. Naturally, Zanardi is ecstatic about his second triumph in a 
World Championship race. Huisman crowns the strong performance of the team headed by Team Principal, Roberto Ravaglia, by crossing the line in 
fifth place, thus scoring his maiden World championship points of the season. Finishing in fourth place, Dirk Müller can also be happy with the outcome of race one. In the break between the two rounds, however, the “Istanbul Speed Park” is hit by a thunderstorm and torrential rainfall. Turn nine is completely flooded. After a long delay, Dirk Müller is able to score two points for seventh, his team mate Jörg Müller finishes eighth. Priaulx, who has 80 kilograms of handicap weight onboard his BMW 320si WTCC for the second time, on the other hand, experiences a weekend he will soon try to forget. Collisions prevent good results in both races. Nevertheless, he is able to stay at the top of the drivers’ classification while BMW is forced to let SEAT pass in the Manufacturers’ Championship once more.

Valencia.

The last two WTCC races of the season on European soil mix up the World Championship standings once more. In race one, overall leader Priaulx is forced to retire following a collision with Gabriele Tarquini (ITA/SEAT) in the first corner. Surprisingly, private driver Luca Rangoni (ITA) comes second at the wheel of a Proteam Motorsport BMW 320si WTCC. Behind him, Jörg Müller takes sixth, while Huisman claims seventh, thus adding further points to their tallies. This duo of drivers also takes centre stage n the second race of the day. Jörg Müller crosses the line as the winner for the third time this season. Huisman, on the other hand, is all smiles after his first podium finish in 2006. Coming third, Rangoni completes the triple-triumph for BMW. Dirk Müller finishes in seventh place and takes two points away from Spain, while Priaulx improves from 23rd to eighth place in race two. In the drivers’ classification, Farfus takes the lead with 60 points, followed by Priaulx and Jörg Müller on equal points in second and third place. Dirk Müller keeps his title chances alive with an overall points tally of 53. Any one of a total of nine drivers still 
can be World Champion at the season final in Macau. After a further switch of positions in the manufacturers’ classification, BMW (221) is now ten points ahead of SEAT.

Macau.

Over the course of the final race weekend of the year, Priaulx once again proves his extraordinary talent. In qualifying, he secures pole position just as he had done last year. From first position on the grid he has got the best-possible starting point in the title fight. In race one Priaulx uses his first ace in impressive style and claims a dominant back-to-back win. Dirk Müller’s title hopes, however, are dashed on lap one, when he is spun around and has to settle for 14th. Jörg Müller comes sixth, thus remaining a rival for Priaulx in the title fight. Farfus is also still in the equation, as he finishes fifth. Huisman finishes second and makes it onto the podium for the second time this season. Only three out nine title contenders are left. The second race is a true nail-biter: Priaulx needs sixth place in case Jörg Müller wins the race. 
And the German does just that. Jörg Müller jumps from third to first position at the start and keeps this lead to the chequered flag. In a turbulent race that is hit by a long safety car phase, Priaulx manages to cope well with the pressure and crosses the line in fifth. These four points are enough to keep Jörg Müller at bay in the championship by one point. Farfus is forced to retire early, and cannot take the title away from Priaulx either. In the Manufacturers’ Championship BMW succeeds in adding 33 points to its tally, thus securing the title. In total, the BMW national team drivers scored 254 points. SEAT comes second, lying 19 points behind.

Profile: World Touring Car Champion Andy Priaulx.

Andy Priaulx is not only a fast racing driver, he also is a smart tactician, which he even demonstrates during the races. At lightning speed the 32-year-old is able to adjust his strategy according to the situation on the track. This ability had helped him score points in 16 out of 20 WTCC races in the 2005 season. This consistency was rewarded with the World Touring Car title at the end of the year. For the 2006 season, however, Priaulx opted for a different approach. Regarding the increased maximum handicap weight of 80 kilograms, he was aware of the fact that it would be crucial to win as many points as possible with a light car and to go for race wins straight away.

As early as at the season opener at Monza, the Guernsey-born driver succeeded in converting this strategy to a good result. At the wheel of the new BMW 320si WTCC he secured pole position and claimed victory in race 
one. A total of four wins followed in Magny-Cours, Oschersleben, Curitiba and Macau. More than once Priaulx made full use of the reversed starting grid. 
As he got more and more ballast into his car he tried to secure eighth place in the first race, and then dictate the pace from pole position in race two. 
Thus Priaulx made the change from being a consistent point scorer to a series winner. No other driver scored more wins in 2006 than the BMW Team 
UK driver.

Priaulx can look back on a textbook career in touring car racing. In 2002 he contested his first complete season in the British Touring Car Championship (BTCC) and immediately took a win and three pole positions. The following year he made his debut for BMW Team Great Britain driving a BMW 320i in the European Championship. He was fighting for the title up to the very last and ended the season in third place with three race wins. Then in 2004 he managed to carry off the FIA ETCC title, one year later he became the heir to Roberto Ravaglia as World Champion.

When he returns to his RBM crew after a free practice or qualifying, Priaulx doesn’t regard his job as being done. For hours he keeps on discussing and analysing the telemetry data with his race engineers and Team Principal Bart Mampaey. He works meticulously to make the car faster. This effort was 
worth it in 2006: The team was able at an early point of the season to set up the BMW 320si in a fashion that coped well with additional weight. 
A big advantage in the close WTCC field.

Only when he is with his family is Priaulx able to relax. His wife Joanne is with him at most of the races and cheers each win of her fast husband as if it was his maiden victory. “However, even when I am at home with my wife and look out at the sea”, Priaulx says, “I sometimes think about improvements to my car.” That might be the reason, why Priaulx is now a two-time World Champion.

Date/place of birth: 
8th August 1974/Guernsey (Channel Islands)

Residence:
Guernsey (CI)

Marital status:
Married to Joanne,


one son, Sebastian, one daughter, Daniella

Website:
www.andypriaulx.com

1984 
Karting in the Channel Islands

1985–1990
Motocross

1990
1st place Motocross 250cc Championship Channel Islands

1991–1995
Hillclimb racing

1995
1st place RAC MSA British Hillclimb Championship with maximum points score and 14 wins over two seasons

1996
Formula Renault (selective races)

1997
British Formula 3 Championship scholarship 

1998
Renault Spider Cup (selective races), one pole positionand three podiums; 2nd place Formula Palmer Audi Winter series

1999
1st place Renault Spider Cup, 13 wins from pole


BTCC test driver Renault Williams, Vauxhall and Ford


BARC President’s Cup for Outstanding Achievement


Guernsey Ambassador of the Year

2000
British Formula 3 Championship for Renault UK, 


three podiums and pole position in Silverstone;


F3 races in Macau and Korea for Manor Motorsport 

2001
British Formula 3 Championship, two wins, two pole positions and ten podiums


2nd from pole in F3 Super Prix in Korea;


qualified 6th in the F3 Grand Prix in Macau. 


Invitational drive for Vauxhall in the BTCC, 
qualified on pole for both races and finished 2nd
2002
5th place British Touring Car Championship, scored Honda’s debut win, three pole positions, competed in Australia in the Bathurst 1000 and Queensland 500 (Holden TWR)

2003
3rd place FIA ETCC (BMW 320i), three wins

2004
1st place FIA ETCC (BMW 320i), BMW Team Great Britain


2nd place Macau Grand Prix – Guia Race


24h Race Spa-Francorchamps (BMW M3 GTR)


24-Hour Race Spa-Francorchamps (BMW M3 GTR)

2005
1st place FIA WTCC (BMW 320i), BMW Team UK


1st place 24h Race Nürburgring (BMW M3 GTR)


Formula One tests with the BMW WilliamsF1 Team

2006 


1st place FIA WTCC (BMW 320si), BMW Team UK 

Profile: BMW Team UK – RBM.
BMW Team UK – RBM has won the WTCC for the second time in a row with Andy Priaulx. Once again the tight knit crew of Team Principal Bart Mampaey was able to prove that even a single-car team can dominate the FIA World Touring Car Championship. RBM became stronger and stronger over the course of the past years and gained valuable experience, which the team used to score first-class results on the track. 

The team, which is based in Mechelen, Belgium, made its debut in an official FIA touring car championship in 2002, when it competed in its maiden 
ETCC season. At the time, Mampaey’s team was responsible for fielding the BMW 320i of Fredrik Ekblom (SWE), which was flying the flag of BMW Team Belgium. A year later Priaulx joined the team, which from then on battled 
for points and victories under the banner of BMW Team Great Britain until it became BMW Team UK for the 2005 season – and with notable success: 
in his debut year, Priaulx already managed to claim three European Championship race wins. In 2004 he went on to take the European Touring Car crown and repeated this feat in the 2005 WTCC.

Within a short space of time, Mampaey had led his racing team to the peak of international touring car racing. The Belgian’s success was no accident. 
His father Julian ran the Juma Racing Team in the 1970s and ’80s, among whose achievements were three wins with BMW in the Spa-Francorchamps 24 Hours. Mampaey junior was always there and learnt at an early stage 
how to run a racing team if you want to succeed. In 1998 he celebrated his first major victory with the RBM team in Spa. After further stints in the FIA GT Championship, the American Le Mans Series, Schnitzer Motorsport and Ravaglia Motorsport, Mampaey eventually sent his own FIA ETCC team out on to the race track in 2002.

The close bond and friendly atmosphere among the team members is one 
of the many strengths of RBM. Priaulx knows that, saying “There is no way 
I could have done it without these guys. I think everyone in the paddock agrees that RBM set the benchmark. Only with such a strong team behind you you can be successful in WTCC.”

Priaulx and Mampaey form a perfect duo. Both are meticulous at their work and only satisfied when all problems have been resolved and all challenges successfully mastered. This season once again RBM has shown it is an approach that bears fruit.

Team Manager:
Bart Mampaey 

Address:
E. Walschaertstraat 2A, 2800 Mechelen, Belgium

Phone/Fax:
+32 15 42 30 00/+32 15 42 11 08

Email:
bart.mampaey@juma.net.bmw.be

Founded:
1994

Major successes:

1994–1997
BMW Compact Cup

1997
1st and 2nd place Group N Spa 24 Hours (BMW)

1998
1st place Spa 24 Hours (BMW Fina Bastos Team)

1999
4th place Spa 24 Hours (Nissan)

2002
6th place FIA ETCC (Fredrik Ekblom, BMW 320i)

2003
3rd place FIA ETCC Team Trophy (BMW 320i), 

   
3rd place Drivers’ Championship with Andy Priaulx 

2004
3rd place FIA ETCC Team Trophy (BMW 320i)
               
1st place Drivers’ Championship with Andy Priaulx

2005
4th place WTCC Team Trophy (BMW 320i)

1st place WTCC Drivers’ Championship with Andy Priaulx

2005
4th place WTCC Team Trophy (BMW 320si)

1st place WTCC Drivers’ Championship with Andy Priaulx

From sporty road car to the WTCC: the BMW 320si.

The BMW 320si WTCC celebrated an impressive debut in the World Touring Car Championship. With this car, which was developed by BMW Motorsport on the basis of the road going series model bearing the same name, the BMW national teams succeeded in defending both the drivers’ and the manufacturers’ title. The BMW 320si handed the engineers an excellent platform for the development of the competition model. “The basic concept on which the BMW 320si is based provides an outstanding template 
for a racing version”, notes BMW Motorsport Director Mario Theissen.

A high-revving four-cylinder engine which reaches 8,000 rpm, a short rear axle ratio (4.10) and M sports suspension with 18-inch mixed tyres give the 
BMW 320si true sporting pedigree even in roadgoing trim. However, the 40 or so BMW Motorsport employees involved in the development of the new WTCC racing car have managed to further enhance the roadgoing model’s driving characteristics in preparation for the rarified atmosphere of the 
world’s premier touring car race series.

Detail improvements for the use on the race track.
The car is much more aerodynamically efficient than its predecessor, the BMW 320i, and also has the benefit of a wider and firmer chassis. 
One challenge for the engineers was how to adapt the rear axle of the 
BMW 320si for race action on the track. The five-link axle has a larger track width and wheel camber than the production version. Development 
work saw the creation of new rear-axle shock absorbers which allow five-way adjustment. Further optimisation was also possible on the axle carriers 
and some pivot points. 

The pedals in the 2006 car also displayed some new features. 
BMW 320si WTCC drivers use standing pedals fixed on a plate in the footwell which can be adjusted according to the size of the driver. This has helped to further lower the car’s centre of gravity. Naturally, reductions in weight also play a significant role in the development of a racing car. The engineers shaved three kilograms off the overall weight by using a new windscreen made from the special plastic Makrolon.

Safety in the cockpit, continuity in the transmission.

The BMW 3 Series is an extremely safe car – and the 320si raises the bar 
yet another notch in terms of both active and passive safety. Helping it to do so are the race car elements stipulated for the racing version in the series regulations, including a steel safety cage. To this end, BMW Motorsport benefited in the development phase from its FIA certification as an analysis centre for safety cells. Additionally, the driver is protected by further components such as a safety seat, the Head and Neck Support system (HANS), crash pads in the doors and energy-absorbing foam. The BMW 320si lined up in 2006 with a five-speed H-gate transmission optimised for the 
race track and featuring a mechanical limited-slip differential. Integrated strain gauges in the gearshift lever trigger a power signal. This quick-shift system cuts ignition during gear changes in line with the chosen configuration, removing the need to operate a clutch.

New developments for a successful racing career.

The BMW 320si WTCC saw the introduction of a CAN bus system for the 
first time. Taking the place of conventional relay and safety technology, the newly developed high-performance control unit POWER400 uses the system to control all the actuators in the car, such as those for the lights, windscreen wipers etc. This new feature results in significant weight savings, reduced susceptibility to faults and greater ease of use. The engineers are expecting the ECU404 engine management system, another in-house development from BMW Motorsport, to provide benefits in terms of variable shift times and engine map switches. The software and interface for this technology were 
also created by the experts in Munich. The body for the BMW 320si WTCC is built at BMW’s Regensburg plant. The bodyshells for the WTCC car are prepared just a stone’s throw from the assembly lines for the series-production cars. Here, again, the focus is on cutting weight to a minimum. Strengthening elements have been welded in around other areas of the car to accommodate the safety cell demanded by the race regulations. 

BMW Motorsport enjoyed active support from the series-production engineers over the course of the development process. Sessions in the wind tunnel and with the pendulum test rig – to establish the vehicle’s centre 
of gravity – and transmission test rig have provided significant assistance in transferring the BMW 320si WTCC from drawing board to race track in a matter of months. 

The BMW P45 engine.

The BMW P45 provides the powerful heartbeat of the BMW 320si WTCC. 
By contrast to the BMW 320i, the new car is fitted with a two-litre four-cylinder engine. As Theissen explains: “Our rivals in the two-litre class have 
always used four-cylinder powerplants, and that’s made BMW’s six-cylinder something of a special case in the WTCC. Our aim was to show that we can also play a decisive role in the championship with the four-cylinder engine.”

The four-cylinder is lighter and shorter than its six-cylinder forebear 
and develops considerably greater torque from its maximum 8,500 rpm 
(as dictated by the regulations), without any reduction in output. 
The BMW P45 engine already delivers 275 bhp, putting it on the same performance level as its predecessor. The powerplant is mounted 
further back in the car, which again helps to improve the centre of gravity 
of the BMW 320si.

Synergies in engine construction.

The engine under the bonnet of the BMW 320si is also rooted in the production car’s sporty and innovative concept. The N45 powerplant, which develops 173 bhp at 7,000 rpm in the 320si special-edition model, is the 
first series-produced unit to feature a carbon cylinder head cover and integral oil separator. The engine developers opted for conventional valve control – with two overhead camshafts, rocker arms and four valves per cylinder – in the design of their new creation. The omission of numerous moved parts 
allows the valve train in both the special-edition model and the race-trim car to ensure impressive rigidity and precision even at high engine speeds. Following modifications carried out by BMW Motorsport engineers, the power unit 
was put through its paces on the state-of-the-art test rigs at BMW’s plant in Munich. The race engine then had to prove its mettle on the chassis dynamometer, which calculates the powertrain’s mechanical power loss. 
The engineers used the data collected to work on further detailed improvements.

Like the series-produced engine, the BMW P45 is also cast in Landshut. 
Its cylinder head is a completely new construction and the requisite castings are produced in Landshut’s Formula One foundry. Computer-controlled machine tools ensure that the intake and exhaust ducts and combustion chambers boast maximum precision and surface finish quality. Together with the larger valves and adapted intake and outlet flange contours, this ensures optimal fuel preparation. Special spark plugs – controlled by dedicated 
ignition coils – trigger the combustion processes. Formula One technology is also lurking below the surface of other engine components, such as the 
rocker arms. They are coated in a process developed specially for 
BMW’s Formula One engines.

FIA WTCC – 2006 Drivers’ Championship.

	Driver
	Monza 
	Magny-Cours
	Brands Hatch
	Oschersleben
	 Curitiba
	Puebla
	Brno
	Istanbul
	Valencia 
	Macau
	Overall

	1. Andy Priaulx (GBR)

BMW 
	10

-
	1

10
	1

1
	10

-
	1

10
	-

2
	4

8
	-

-
	-

1
	10

4


	73

	2. Jörg Müller (DEU)

BMW
	-

-
	8

8
	-

-
	2

10
	-

2
	-

-
	10

5
	-

1
	3

10
	3

10
	72

	3. Augusto Farfus (BRA)

Alfa Romeo
	1

10
	-

-
	-

-
	3

8
	6

-
	8

10
	-

-
	-

-
	10

4
	4

-


	64

	4. Yvan Muller (FRA)

SEAT
	8

8
	-

2
	10

4
	-

1
	-

-
	-

-
	6

6
	-

-
	-

3
	6

8
	62

	5. Gabriele Tarquini (ITA)

SEAT
	4

3
	5

4
	3

5
	5

2
	5

4
	-

1
	-

-
	6

10
	-

-
	-

-
	57

	6. Dirk Müller (DEU)

BMW
	5

-
	10

-
	-

3
	8

6
	-

-
	3

5
	-

4
	5

2
	-

2
	-

1
	54

	7. Rickard Rydell (SWE)

SEAT
	3

-
	6

-
	4

8
	6

4
	3

-
	1

6
	-

-
	8

5
	-

-
	-

-
	54

	8. James Thompson (GBR)

SEAT
	6

-
	2

5
	6

6
	4

3
	4

5
	4

4
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

5
	54

	9. Peter Terting (DEU)

SEAT
	-

1
	3

3
	8

-
	1

5
	8

3
	-

-
	-

1
	3

8
	4

-
	1

-
	49

	10. Jordi Gené (ESP) 

SEAT
	-

4
	4

6
	-

-
	-

-
	10

-
	-

-
	5

3
	-

4
	-

-
	-

-
	36

	11. Alessandro Zanardi (ITA)

BMW
	2

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

6
	-

-
	8

-
	10

-
	-

-
	-

-
	26

	12. Nicola Larini (ITA)

Chevrolet
	-

2
	-

1
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

2
	2

6
	6

5
	-

-
	24

	13. Duncan Huisman (NLD)

BMW
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	4

-
	2

8
	8

-
	22

	14. Gianni Morbidelli (ITA)

Alfa Romeo
	-

-
	-

-
	-

2
	-

-
	2

8
	2

8
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	22

	15. Alain Menü (SUI)

Chevrolet
	-

6
	-

-
	2

10
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	2

-
	-

-
	1

-
	-

-
	21

	16. Robert Huff (GBR)

Chevrolet
	-

-
	-

-
	5

-
	-

-
	-

1
	-

-
	1

10
	-

3
	-

-
	-

-
	20

	17. Tom Coronel (NLD)

SEAT
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	5

3
	3

-
	1

-
	-

-
	2

6
	20

	18. Salvatore Tavano (ITA) 

Alfa Romeo
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	10

-
	-

-
	-

-
	5

-
	-

-
	15

	19. Luca Rangoni (ITA)

BMW
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	8

6
	-

-
	14

	20. Fabrizio Giovanardi (ITA) 

Honda
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	6

-
	-

-
	-

-
	-

-
	5

3
	8


FIA WTCC – 2006 Manufacturers’ Championship.

	Manufacturer
	Monza
	Magny-Cours 
	Brands Hatch 
	Oschersleben
	Curitiba
	Puebla
	Brno
	Istanbul 
	Valencia 
	Macau
	Overall

	1. BMW
	15

3
	18

18
	7

8
	18

16
	7

16
	5

8
	18

13
	15

7
	11

18
	18

15
	254

	2. SEAT
	14

12
	11

11
	18

14
	11

9
	18

9
	11

10
	11

10
	14

18
	5

5
	10

14
	235

	3. Alfa Romeo
	7

15
	3

3
	3

6
	7

10
	11

10
	18

18
	3

3
	5

3
	15

7
	7

-
	154

	4. Chevrolet
	3

9
	7

7
	11

11
	3

4
	3

4
	5

-
	7

13
	5

11
	8

9
	4

4
	128


	Position
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	Points
	10
	8
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1























Motorsport























