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Races 11 + 12, Formula BMW Germany, 24th-26th August 2007, Oschersleben.

Rookie Wittmann takes the top rung of the podium.

Oschersleben (26th August 2007). Formula BMW Germany contested its 11th and 12th races in glorious sunshine this weekend. Saturday’s race at the Motorsport Arena Oschersleben saw Jens Klingmann (Leimen/Eifelland Racing) take victory ahead of Philipp Eng (AUT/ADAC Berlin-Brandenburg) and Daniel Campos-Hull (ESP/Eifelland Racing). On Sunday it was rookie Marco Wittmann (Markt Erlbach/Josef Kaufmann Racing) who crossed the line first to celebrate his debut win. “I’m absolutely thrilled. I’ve got to call the management right away,” said Wittmann, who comes under the wing of Willi Weber. In second and third place behind the 17-year-old were Klingmann and Eng. 

“I managed to recover my lead in the rankings, and I want to hold onto it all the way to the final in Hockenheim,” averred Klingmann, who after 12 out of 18 races now leads by just one point over his strongest rival, Campos-Hull (461 points). The latest switch in positions shows just how close the battle for the overall rankings is. Following his win, Wittmann is now in third place (420 points) with Eng eight points adrift of him in fourth. “My goal for the end of the season is to be in the top three,” declared the Austrian in fighting spirit.

After Wittmann – who started Sunday’s race from first place on the grid – and Klingmann managed to ease away from the rest of the field relatively quickly, a scrap for position broke out behind them. Maximilian Wissel (Hörstein/GU Racing) in third place had Eng repeatedly breathing down his neck. After the two cars clashed, Wissel eventually dropped back to eighth place. The close competition in Formula BMW Germany has already produced five different race winners: Klingmann (7 wins), Campos-Hull (2 wins), Eng (1 win), Wissel (1 win) and Wittmann (1 win). 

Jörg Müller, currently one of the three BMW works drivers leading the FIA World Touring Car Championship, made sure he was among the spectators watching the Formula BMW Germany races. On Saturday he presented the trophies to the junior drivers. “It’s impressive to see the professional way in which so many drivers approach this series,” said the man from Hückelhoven. On Sunday the drivers on the podium were handed their trophies by two-times world champion Andy Priaulx. “An exciting formula series with lots of talent,” said a clearly impressed BMW Team UK driver. For races 13 and 14 in this Formula BMW Germany season, the young racing drivers will be heading for the Nürburgring on the first weekend of September (31.8.-2.9.).    
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Race 11, placings (top 5): 1. Jens Klingmann (Leimen/Eifelland Racing), 21:42.703, 2. Philipp Eng (AUT/ADAC Berlin-Brandenburg) 21:43.983, 3. Daniel Campos-Hull (ESP/Eifelland Racing) 21:46.221, 4. Marco Wittmann (Markt Erlbach/Josef Kaufmann Racing) 21:46.628, 5. Adrien Tambay (FRA/Josef Kaufmann Racing) 21:47.074 

Race 12, placings: 1. Marco Wittmann (Markt Erlbach/Josef Kaufmann Racing) 21:36.510, 2. Jens Klingmann (Leimen/Eifelland Racing), 21:37.980, 3. Philipp Eng (AUT/ADAC Berlin-Brandenburg) 21:41.509, 4. Adrien Tambay (FRA/Josef Kaufmann Racing) 21:46.161, 5. Mathijs Harkema (NED/Josef Kaufmann Racing) 21:47.130, 6. Daniel Campos-Hull (ESP/Eifelland Racing) 21:47.582, 7. Kevin Mirocha (Hamm/ADAC Berlin-Brandenburg 21:49.546, 8. Maximilian Wissel (Hörstein/GU-Racing Team International) 21:52.244, 9. Luuk Glansdorp (NED/Zettl Motorsport) 21:53.226, 10. Tiago Geronimi (BRA/Eifelland Racing) 21:53.515, 11. Markus Pommer (Erlenbach/ADAC Berlin-Brandenburg) 21:53.988, 12. Johannes Seidlitz (Wassertrüdingen/G&J Motorsport) 22:04.249, 13. Nikolay Varbitcaliev (BUL/ADAC Berlin-Brandenburg) 22:11.680, 14. Carlos Gaitan (COL/GU-Racing Team International) 22:12.426, 15. Timo Walter (Limbach/IBEX Motorsport) 22:13.144, 16. Thomas Hylkema (NED/Eifelland Racing) 22:24.512, 17. Michael Zettl (Wenig/Zettl Motorsport) 22:27.659, 18. Marlene Dietrich (Mannheim/Team Zinner) 22:28.125, 19. Niall Quinn (IRL/AM- Holzer Rennsport) + 1 lap, 20. Samuel Curridor (LUX/Team Zinner) + 1 lap, 21. Pedro Bianchini (BRA/ADAC Berlin-Brandenburg) + 1 lap. DNF: Daniel Juncadella (ESP/AM-Holzer Rennsport), Jens Höing (Berlin/GU-Racing Team International) Pole position: Wittmann. Fastest race lap: Eng 1:31.436 min. Circuit length: 51.744 km (14 laps). 

Race 12, rookie placings (newcomers to formula racing): 1. Wittmann, 2. Tambay, 3. Mirocha, 4. Glansdorp, 5. Geronimi, 6. Pommer, 7. Seidlitz, 8. Varbitcaliev, 9. Walter, 10. Hylkema, 11. Zettl, 12. Curridor, 13. Bianchini.   

Championship standings after 12 out of 18 races: 1. Klingmann (462), 2. Campos-Hull (461), 3. Wittmann (420), 4. Eng (412), 5. Tambay (359), 6. Wissel (306), 7. Quinn (299), 8. Mirocha (271), 9. Harkema (256), 10. Geronimi (206), 11. Pommer (196), 12. Seidlitz (174), 13. Glansdorp (158), 14. Höing (148), 15. Curridor (124), 16. Varbitcaliev (124), 17. Gaitan (120), 18. Walter (110), 19. Dietrich (104), 20. Bianchini (96), 21. Zettl (82), 22. Wagner (76), 23. Hylkema (74), 24. Surtees (24), 24. Juncadella (24), 26. Harnagea (18). 

Rookie standings: 1. Wittmann (420 points), 2. Tambay (359), 3. Mirocha (271), 4. Geronimi (206), 5. Pommer (196), 6. Seidlitz (174), 7. Glansdorp (158), 8. Curridor (124), 9. Varbitcaliev (124), 10. Walter (110), 11. Bianchini (96), 12. Zettl (82), 13. Wagner (76), 14. Hylkema (74), 15. Surtees (24), 16. Juncadella (24), 17. Harnagea (18). 
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