[image: image2.jpg]



Formula BMW USA

[image: image1.jpg]



Formula BMW USA


[image: image1.jpg]IMMEDIATE RELEASE
[image: image2.jpg]

[image: image3.jpg]IRIUS S

SATELLITE RA

MAGAZINE

&castrol |




CONTACT:

Roy Oliemuller

BMW Motorsports Communications Manager

201-307-4082 / roy.oliemuller@bmwna.com / www.formulabmwusa.com
Bill Cobb

Press Officer

215-295-3115 / 215-431-7223 cell / billcobbcommunications@yahoo.com
LIME ROCK PARK – ROUNDS 7 & 8 – RACE
Sebastian Saavedra Takes Round 7; Round 8 to Daniel Morad
Lakeville, Conn. – July 7, 2007… In two previous years, Lime Rock Park has pointed to the season’s champion as three of the four past rounds were captured by the Overall winner.
This weekend Sebastian Saavedra earned his first Formula BMW USA win in Round 7, but perhaps it was the Round 8 victory of Daniel Morad – the fifth of the season for last year’s Rookie champion – that, with six Rounds remaining, made the crystal ball a little clearer.

Round 7: Saavedra Breaks Through for First Win

17-year old Sebastian Saavedra (Eurointernational), of Bogata, Colombia, came from the second starting position to take his first-ever Formula BMW USA victory today at Lime Rock Park. It was all second-year Formula BMW USA drivers on the podium, as Saavedra finished .215 seconds in front of Canadian Maxime Pelletier (HBR Motorsport Team USA) in the 25 lap race around the 1.53-mile circuit. Steven Guerrero (HBR Motorsport Team USA), also from Bogata, finished third.
Jeffrey Petriello (Team KMA) was fourth, the 18-year old Junior driver the top-finishing Rookie in the race. Jordan Dick (JD Racing) finished fifth, the best finish this season for the sophomore Formula BMW USA driver.
The race started under sunny skies and any chance for a fifth win by polesitter Daniel Morad (Eurointernational) ended quickly after he jumped the start and had to serve a drive-through penalty. He finished seventh, the first time this season the Overall point leader has not finished on the podium. He was credited with the fastest lap of the race (51.589, L9). 
Pelletier inherited the lead and behind him Esteban Gutierrez (Autotecnica) and Alexander Rossi (Team Apex Racing USA) battled until a collision between the two on lap 11 brought out the yellow flag. Gutierrez slid off the track, out of the race and Rossi came to the pits to have his damaged rear wing removed. Rossi would continue to finish 16th, one lap down to the leaders, and Gutierrez was credited with 17th. 
On the restart Saavedra began to challenge Pelletier and as they approached Rossi, slowed by the loss of his wing, on lap 19 Saavedra took the lead with a well-executed pass in turn 1. He held off Pelletier for the remaining six laps to take his first career Formula BMW USA win.

Saaverda said, “From the very beginning of the race I knew I had a good car. After the restart I closed the gap to Maxime and was able to get by him with a good pass. I struggled a bit in qualifying so I am starting fifth in Round 8. If I maintain focus and get my passes done I am confident for another good finish.”
Pelletier said, “I had an awesome start and everything was going well for the win.

As we came up on Rossi I braked as late as I could and went wide, but Sebastian had a great run and made the pass. I start eighth in the next race, but if my car is as good as it was in Round 7, I’ll have a good race.”

Guerrero said, “It was a difficult start, but I was able to hold my position. All my thanks to my team for giving me an excellent car. I will need to be more aggressive and focused in the next race.”

The top-finishing Rookie drivers were Petriello (P4), Favoretto (P10), Eric Morrow (P13), Timothy Hollowell (P14) and Gutierrez (P17).

Round 8: Morad Bounces Back to Record His Fifth Victory
Only hours after recording his poorest finish of the season (seventh) in Round 7 Daniel Morad (Eurointernational) recovered to take the Round 8 victory this afternoon at Lime Rock Park. In taking his fifth win of the season, Morad led from standing start to checkered flag, finishing .165 seconds ahead of Eurointernational teammate Sebastian Saavedra in the 25 lap race. Morad was credited with the fastest lap of the race (51.792, L12). Alexander Rossi (Team Apex Racing USA) finished third for his second podium of the season. Robert Thorne (Team Apex racing USA) finished fourth and Maxime Pelletier (HBR Motorsport Team USA) finished fifth.

Morad got a clean start and was able to open up a significant gap on the field after second place starter Mike Hill (Team KMA) dropped a tire off at the bottom of the downhill and spun across the track. He narrowly missed all of the other cars before hitting the inside tire wall and bending his rear wing. He continued to finish 13th.

Saavedra gave chase as the balance of the top-10 battled for position. Thorne and Rossi broke away to finish in a virtual tie, with Rossi just edging Thorne for the final podium position. Ricardo Favoretto (HBR Motorsport Team USA) and Esteban Gutierrez (Autotecnica) had contact in the final laps with Favoretto finishing 12th and Gutierrez ending the weekend with a second 17th place finish.
With this victory today, Morad becomes the all time leader in Formula BMW USA victories passing 2006 Champion Robert Wickens who had five wins in his career with six rounds to go.

Morad said, “I was a little too ready in Round 7 and jumped the start. This afternoon I got away perfectly and had a 10 second lead after the first lap. I could see Sebastian was on a mission and he brought the gap down to one second. There was traffic at the end of the race and it was frustrating, but everything worked out okay.”
Saavedra said, “When Mike spun at the beginning of the race I was able to move into second. I was able to close on Daniel during the race, but that was the best I could do. A win and a second this weekend - I am very happy.”

Rossi said, “It came down to my teammate Robert and me for third and fourth. I was behind him on the last lap, but I got a great run in the downhill. I went inside and was just able to pull off the pass. This is my first weekend with Team Apex and it feels great to podium.”

The top-finishing Rookie drivers were Eric Morrow (P10), Ricardo Favoretto (P12), Timothy Hollowell (P14), Jeffrey Petriello (P15), and Esteban Gutierrez (P17).
The Formula BMW USA Championship next travels across the country to the San Jose Grand Prix on July 27-29 for Rounds 9 and 10.

Round 7 – Results (25 laps)
1
Sebastian Saavedra
EUROINTERNATIONAL
24:58.807
2
Maxime Pelletier
HBR Motorsport Team USA
24:59.022
3 
Steven Guerrero
HBR Motorsport Team USA
25:00.193
4
Jeffrey Petriello
Team KMA Racing 
25:01.158
5 
Jordan Dick
JD Racing
25:04.831
6
Matt Ferris
Hearn Motorsports
25:05.002
7
Daniel Morad
EUROINTERNATIONAL
25:08.366
8
Philip Major
Autotecnica
25:09.407
9
Robert Thorne
Team Apex Racing USA
25:10.081
10
Ricardo Favoretto (R)
HBR Motorsport Team USA
25:10.329
11
Mike Hill
Team KMA Racing
25:11.774
12
Yannick Hofman
EUROINTERNATIONAL
25:11.917
13
Eric Morrow (R)
Hearn Motorsports
25:13.813
14
Timothy Hollowell (R)
Team KMA Racing
25:14.434
15
Julia Landauer
Team KMA Racing
25:15.529

16
Alexander Rossi
Team Apex Racing USA
25:31.412   -1 lap
17
Esteban Gutierrez (R)
Autotecnica 
not running -15 laps
Round 8 – Results (25 laps)
1
Daniel Morad
EUROINTERNATIONAL
22:03.077
2
Sebastian Saavedra
EUROINTERNATIONAL
22:03.242
3
Alexander Rossi
Team Apex Racing USA
22:35.637
4
Robert Thorne
Team Apex Racing USA
22:35.637
5
Maxime Pelletier
HBR Motorsport Team USA
22:41.041
6 
Steven Guerrero
HBR Motorsport Team USA
22:41.453
7
Yannick Hofman
EUROINTERNATIONAL
22:44.309
8 
Jordan Dick
JD Racing
22:46.466
9
Matt Ferris
Hearn Motorsports
22.47.488
10
Eric Morrow (R)
Hearn Motorsports
22:51.337
11
Philip Major
Autotecnica
22:53.183
12
Ricardo Favoretto (R)
HBR Motorsport Team USA
22:58.332
13
Mike Hill
Team KMA Racing
22:59.467
14
Timothy Hollowell (R)
Team KMA Racing
23:00.003
15
Jeffrey Petriello
Team KMA Racing 
23:02.712
16
Julia Landauer
Team KMA Racing
23:03.921
17
Esteban Gutierrez (R)
Autotecnica 
22:51.100  -1 lap
Championship points after 8 of 14 races: 
1. Daniel Morad (EUROINTERNATIONAL, 335), 2.  Sebastian Saavedra (EUROINTERNATIONAL, 258) 3. Esteban Gutierrez (Team Autotecnica, 253), 4. Maxime Pelletier (HBR Motorsport Team USA, 223) 5.Alexander Rossi (Team Apex Racing USA, 220), 6. Steven Guerrero (HBR Motorsport Team USA, 216)  7. Jeffrey Petriello (Team KMA Racing, 214),   8. Jordan Dick (JD Racing, 208)  9. Yannick Hofman (EUROINTERNATIONAL, 194), 10. Robert Thorne (Team Apex Racing USA, 188) 11. Ricardo Favoretto (Team HBR Motorsports USA, 174),  12. Philip Major (Team Autotecnica, 149), 13. Mike Hill (Team KMA Racing, 128)15. Eric Morrow (Hearn Motorsports, 128)  15. Tim Hollowell (Team KMA Racing, 122), 16. Lindsey Adams (Team Apex Racing USA, 84), 17. Julia Landauer (Team KMA Racing, 82), 18. Matt Ferris (Hearn Motorsports, 80), 19. Adrien Tambay (EUROINTERNATIONAL, 32), 20. Felipe Polehtto (Team Apex Racing USA, 28),  21. Keenan Schmitke (Gelles Racing, 24), 22. Michael Vincec (Jensen Motorsports, 24)  

Rookies: 1. Esteban Gutierrez (253), 2. Jeffrey Petriello (214), 3. Ricardo Favoretto (174) 4. Tim Hollowell (122), 5. Eric Morrow (128) 6. Adrien Tambay (32), 7. Keenan Schmitke (24), 8. Michael Vincec (24)
Background:
Formula BMW is the world’s leading entry-level championship in Formula racing. In 2007 the series will be held in Germany, the UK, Asia and the USA. More than 80 up-and-coming drivers, some as young as 15-years old, will compete worldwide. Racing four times in support of the Formula One World Championship, Formula BMW offers a worldwide stage, training through a multifaceted Education and Coaching Program and BMW’s longstanding Junior scholarship for deserving drivers. 

The FB02 race car is propelled by a 140 bhp BMW engine, reaching speeds up to 140 mph. The design exceeds the FIA safety requirements for its class, with the BMW Motorsport developed FORS (Formula Rescue Race Seat), and the mandatory HANS (Head and Neck Support) safety system.

From November 24 to 26, 2006 the Circuit de la Comunitat Valenciana Ricardo Tormo hosted the second Formula BMW World Final. 37 young racing drivers from the four regional Formula BMW series competed against each other with the winner Christian Vietoris receiving a test drive with the BMW Sauber F1 Team.
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Copyright free Formula BMW images for press purposes are now available. 
Please register on www.formulabmw-images.com.
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